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A CLEARING HOUSE FOR INFORMATION, 


Assistance to British Traders: 


Through the wide ramifications of its overseas inte!ligence 
service the Department of Overseas Trade receives a constant 
flow of valuable information from all important overseas markets, 
covering all commercial subjects of interest to British traders 
engaged in export trade. This information is collated ind is 
sent to any British trader likely to be interested. 

Special enquiries are instituted in response to direct requests 
for information, if such informaton is not already in the possession 
of the Department. 

As indicating the nature of the information which the Depart- 
ment is in a position to supply, mention may be made of the 
following :—Foreign and Colonial contracts open to tender, and 
other openings for British trade; existing and probable future 
demand for specific lines of British goods ; the extent and nature 
of competition and the best methods of meeting it; usual methods 
of business, terms of credit, payment, etc.; agency conditions; 
Customs Regulations and Tariffs: Regulations covering Commer- 
cial Travellers, Certificates of Origin, etc., sources of supply, 
prices, etc., of trade products; Shipping and Transport, etc. The 
Department also supplies lists of names of likely importers of 
British goods or of firms or individuals considered suitable to act 
as representatives or agents of British firms. 

CO-OPERATION WITH THE COMMERCIAL COMMUNITY. 

The aim of the Department is to co-operate as closely as possible 
with the commercial community in its efforts to rebuild and, 
where feasible, to increase its pre-war export trade. Officers of 
the Department, both from Overseas and from Headquarters, 
visit periodically Chambers of Commerce in the industrial centres 
of the Kingdom, in order to keep in close touch with business 
men. 

FOREIGN COMPETITION IN OVERSEAS MARKETS. | 

For a trader successfully to compete in foreign markets, it 1s 
necessary that he should know the goods which competitors are 
offering. The Department has, therefore, formed a very exten- 
sive collection, which is being constantly increased, of samples of 
foreign competitive goods and commercial products. Over 70.000 
such samples are now available for inspection by British traders 





at the Department’s Showrooms, 7 to 11, Old Bailey, E.C. Adver- 
tising plays a large part in export, as in home trade, and the 
Department has collected over 16,000 foreign trade catalogues 
(including German and Austrian) which may also be inspected at 
the above address. The collection has been efficiently indexed 
under both Articles of Manufacture and Names of Manufacturers. 


THE BRITISH TRADER ABROAD. 

Representatives of British firms when travelling abroad can 
obtain much valuable information from a man who is in close 
daily contact with the commercial life of the country concerned. 
British firms should, therefore, instruct their travelling 
representatives to call upon H.M. Commercial Diplomatic 
Officers in foreign countries, or H.M. Trade Commissioners in 
the countries of the Empire, who will give them first-hand 
unbiassed information, and will do all in their power to assist 
them in their business. 


FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS. 

The Department organises Fairs and Exhibitions at which 
British traders have the opportunity of displaying their goods 
before buyers of all nations. At the best-known of these Fairs— 
the British Industries Fair—held during February and March of 
1920, British manufacturers are estimated to have taken orders 
amounting to over £10,000,060. 


CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION. 

One of the most important services rendered by the Department 
is the supply of confidential information regarding trade openings 
and other matters likely to be of interest to manufacturers and 
merchants. This is done chiefly by means of the Special Register, 
concerning which details are given below. 


APPLICATIONS. 

Any British trader desiring business information regarding 
conditions in any overseas markets, or upon any specific point, or 
who desires to take advantage in any way of the facilities offered, 
should communicate with or apply to:—Department of Oversea: 
Trade, 35, Qld Queen Street, London, S.W.1. 











“OPPORTUNITIES FOR TRADE IN OVERSEAS MARKETS. 


The Department’s Special Register Service. 


The trader who has at his command a sure and prompt supply 
of information concerning possible developments in countries 
abroad, or any other specific openings for British trade, is in an 
immeasurably more favourable position for securing business 
than he who depends for his information upon publication of 
the news. The one receives a considerable start in the com- 
petitive race, while the other suffers a handicap which, in very 
many cases, practically nullifies his chances of securing the 
business. 

Information of this kind is reaching the Department of Over- 
seas Trade in increasing volume from its commercial] representa- 
tives who are now stationed in every important market abroad. 
British firms wishing to make sure of receiving information of 
interest to them should enrol themselves on the Special Register 
of the Department. 

Publicity is, of course, given in the “ Board of Trade Journal ”’ 
or in the Trade Press to many of the reports received by the 
Department. A great mass of the information coming to the De- 
partment cannot, however, be so treated because of its confidential! 
or semi-confidential character. When a report relates to a 
specific opening for trade or to some other matter upon -vhich 
it is desirable that British firms should have advance informa- 
tion, it is sent by means of the Special Register Service to all 
those firms to which it is likely to be of interest. 

The Special Register comprises, at present, the names of some 
5,500 British firms, manufacturing or dealing in British goods. 
These firms are grouped and classified according to both the 
nature of the goods and the markets in which they are interested, 
thus facilitating the despatch of relative information and avoiding 
as far as possible the receipt of particulars which are of no 
interest tothem. At the same time it is thought desirable to send 
the firms too much rather than too little so as to ensure that they 
get a!l news which is of use to them. 

The fee for admission to the Special Register is £2 4s. 6d. per 
annum and, in return for this subscription, the firms who kave 
enrolled themselves not only get the “Board of Trade Journal ”’ 
every week, but they are assured of obtaining promptly, by 
means of the Special Register Series of confidential circulars, 
every report or item of news likely to concern them. Sometimes 
these reports contain advance information which subsequently 
hecomes generally known. Freauently they contain information 
which it is desired to keep confidential, so that British firms may 
reap full benefit from it. 








AMOUNT OF INFORMATION SUPPLIED. 

The amount of information supplied to the various trades 
naturally differs, but some idea of the aggregate volume of in- 
formation disseminated through this Service may be gained when 
it is stated that the average number of Special Register circulars 
distributed during a quarter ranges between 300 and 400 


VALUE OF INFORMATION RECEIVED. 

It is obviously impossible to measure in pounds, shillings and 
pence, the value to British firms of the information § thus 
received. In cases where business results, the actual value of the 
transaction in question may be great or small, but there is ample 
evidence that long-lasting and profitable business connexions 
frequently owe their inception to an initial transaction due to 
information received through this Service. 

Were it desirable to do so, a large number of cases could be 
cited in which useful and valuable business has resulted from 
action taken by British firms on information sent to them through 
ths Special Register Service. 


QUALIFICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP. 

Any United Kingdom firm engaged in the export trade supplv- 
ing goods solely or mainly of United Kingdom production is 
eligible for admission to the Special Register. 

The Register is not open to non-British Traders. 

As stated above, the fee for admission to the Register is 
£2 4s. 6d. per annum, which includes the annual subscription 
to the “Board of Trade Journal.”’ 

Those British firms who desire their names to be included on 
the Special Register should communicate with the Comptro!ler- 
General, Department of Overseas Trade (Development ard 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. 


HANDBOOK OF THE oe OF OVERSEAS 

The officers of the Department not infrequently come into 
contact with British traders who are unaware, or not fully 
aware, of the information and assistance which the Department 
can supply to them. For this reason a Handbook has been 
prepared which gives particulars as to the organisation of the 
Department at home and abroad and as to the various ways in 
which the Department can help British export trade. Copies of 
the Handbook can be obtained, free of charge, on application to 
the Department of Overseas Trade (Development, and Intelli- 
gence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S8.W.1. 


FEBRUARY 3, 1921. 


Se , 





























Frsruary 3, 1921. 


THE BOARD OF 


TRADE JOURNAL. | 113 





ee oe 


The 


Board of Trade Fournal 





[Crown Copyright Reserved. 


Extracts may be published if the 
source be duly acknowledged. 


AND COMMERCIAL GAZETTE. 











Vor. CVI. (%3%,) No, 1262.] 


FEBRUARY 3rp, 1921. 


[Price Sixpence Net. 











-_ 


CONTENTS. 





PAGE 
THE BCARD OF TRADE .. °° 114-5 
Coal: Weekly Output. 
Fifty-two Weeks Summary. 
Output for Four Quarters, 1920. 
Reduction of Colliery Workers’ Wages. 
Coal Mines Act, 1911; Securing of Shafts. 
The De-Control of Coal. 
Appointment of Export Representative. 
Profiteering Act D-partment : Central Committee. 
Marine Department: Examination of Fishing Boat 
Skippers and Second Hands. 


DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE.. ” - 115 
Commercia] Diplomatic Post in Austria. 
Sale of Ex-Enemy Property in Tanganyika Territory. 


Navigable Waterways and Water Power Resources of 
Roumania. 


SPRCIAL ARTICLES ee ee ee ee 1 15-8 


Shipping Earnings and the Balance of Trade : Comparison 
of 1920 with 1913. 


Railway Rates and Fares : The Recent Alterations. 


NOTES ON TRADE ik a si 7 118 
Moroccan Coastal Service. 
Jugo-Slav Timber Market. 


SXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS on 119-20 
Canadian and Foreign Samples Exhibition at Wolver- 
hampton. 


Foreign Samples Exhibition at Newport (Mon.). 

British Exhibition in Paris. 

American National Exhibition in Buenos Aires. 

International Exhibition of Agricultural Machinery at 
Riga. , 

Brussels Motor Show. 

Forthcoming Fairs. 


IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE o> §21-5 
BRITISH EMPIRE _ oe “< 121-3 
British India : Weekly Cables. 
Australia : Further Increase in Imports from the United 
Kingdom. 
Bahrain Islands : Trade in 1919-20. 
Canada: Commerce and Industry in December. 


EUROPE 7 as - oi ii - ca ° oe 
France : Commercial and Industrial Situation at 
Marseilles. 
Crisis in the Glass Trade. 
Switzerland : Utilisation of Hvdro-Electric Power. 
Turkey : Trade and Finance in December Quarter, 1920. 


ASIA os . 125 


Japan : Foreign Trade in 1920. 


FINANCE AND BANKING... .. «125 
Switzerland : Banking Position. 





PAGY 


SHIPPING ee e o 126-7 
United Kingdom : Casualty Returns, 1920. 
France : Harbour Works at La Pallice. 
System of Warehousing Goods. 
Mexico : Congestion at Tampico and Vera Cruz. 
Port Facilities and Charges, Shipping Services and 
Agencies, Ete. 


MINERALS AND METALS 


British India : Increased Exports of Managanese Ore. 

Australia :, Proposed Alkali Industry for South Aus- 
tralia. 

Morocco (Spanish Zone) : Mining Concessions. 


127-8 


CHEMICALS AND DYES .. oe os 128 


Germany : Chemical and Dye Industries. 


CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF 


CHANGES ee ba oe 129-32 
BRITISH EMPIRE a ni - “A 4 129 
Australia : Postponed Operation of Certain Customs 
Duties. 


Egypt : Prohibited Exports. 
Union of South Africa : Importation of Sugar. 


FOREIGN _.. - ‘ - .. 129-32 


Baltic Provinces—Latvia : Customs Duty on French 
Beans and Export Prices for Timber. 
Letters and Parcels containing Dutiable Articles. 
Belgium : Importation of Horses for Slaughter. 
Modification of Export Prohibitions. 
Exportation of Coins, Gold and Silver, Share 
Certificates, Securities, etc. 
Italy : Revised Import and Export Regulations. 
Norway : Modification of Export Prohibitions. 
Spain: Payment of Customs Duties. 
Turkey : Export of Certain Fish Permitted. 


PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES .. $i “a re 132 
Portugal : Projected Revision of the Customs Tariff. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE -: 132-35 
BRITISH EMPIRE 7 7” ~ - ‘a 132 
EUROPE é - - ig - ss it. i 
ASIA - a - - is “ i 134 
UNITED STATES .. - - i ie a 135 
LATIN AMERICA .. - - i a ‘3 135 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING 

TRADE ee ®- ae ee er 135 
GENERAL .. ‘a “é ro i i pee 135 
Patents and Designs Acts, 1907 and 1919: Licences of 
Right. 
FOOD - oa - - - - .. 135-6 


Price of Home-Grown Wheat. 
Sugar Prices. 


COMMERCIAL RETURNS .. - os 136 


Export Credits Act. 

Cotton Imports and Exports. 
Corn Prices. 

Colonial and Foreign Publications. 
Government Publications. 





114 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


Fesruary 3. 1921 





The Board of Trade. 


COAL. 


WEEKLY OUTPUT. 

Provisional figures for the weekly tonnage output of 
coal during the four weeks ended 22nd January are 
given below. 

The output of coal for the week ended 22nd January 
was 4,691,600 tons, against 4,897,700 tons in the pre- 
vious week. For the corresponding week in 1920 the 
output was 4,851,521 tons. 














Ist Jan. 8th Jan. 15thJan. 22nd Jan. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Northumberland 190,600 176,200 237,200 217,900 
Durham 549,300 592,700 672,700 627,800 
Yorkshire ’ vs 341,000 827,700 831,800 796,700 
Lancashire, Cheshire, 
and North Wales .. 340,500 391,500 475,700 449,700 
Derby, Nottingham, 
and Leicester sis 330,800 658,400 647,700 626,600 
Stafford, Shropshire, 
Warwick, Worcester 191,400 396,100 397,200 379,900 
South Wales and Mon- 
mouthshire - 598,800 867,000 843,500 782,700 , 
Other English Districts 64,300 103,600 110,400 104,900 
Scotland oa 656,400 331,300 681,500 705,400 
Total a .. 8,263,100 4,344,500 4,897,700 4,691,600 








FIFTY-TWO WEEKS SUMMARY. 
The total production weekly of coal since 24th 
January, 1920, is given below :— 


1220. 1920. 
Tons. Tons. 
January 31st ... 4,866,066 August 7th ....... 3,086,700 
February 7th ... 4,846,167 August 14th ... 4,595,200 
‘February 14th 4,897,311 August 2Ist ... 4,697,200 
February 21st 4,855,845 August 28th ... 4,590,600 
Fobruarv 28th 4,835,928 September4th 4,750,900 


.... 4,852,427 September 11th 4,606,800 
... 4,900,640 September 18th 4,692,900 
.. 4,872,642 September 25th 4,834,000 


March 6th . 
March 13th 
March 20th 


March 27th ... 4,879,192 October 2nd ... 4,702,800 
April 38rd__..... 3,979,747 October 9th ... 4,713,100 
April 10th ...... 3,337,793 October 16th ... 4,611,600 
April 17th . .... 4,833,072 October 23rd ... 12,500 
April 24th ...... 4,989,666 October 30th ... 4,100 
May Ist .......... 4,564,564 November 6th 756.500 
May Sth ......... 4,674,302 November 18th 4,775,600 
May 15th _...... 4,860,668 November 20th 5,210,700 
May 22nd ...... 4,830,707 November 27th 5,176,500 
May 29th ...... 3,199,947 December 4th 5,176,200 
June 5th ...... 4,718,183 December 11th 5,205,400 
June 12th ...... 4,769,824 December 18th 5,307,000 
June 19th ..:... 4,873,737 December 25th 4,541,600 
June 26th ...... 4,685,524 

July Srd ......... 4,734,651 1921. 

July 10th ...... 4,676,328 January Ist ... 3,263,100 
July 17th ...... 4,665,546 January 8th ... 4,344,500 
July 14th ...... 4,284,419 January 15th ... 4,897,700 
July 31st ...... 4,565,200 January 22nd... 4,691,600 





OUTPUT FOR FOUR QUARTERS, 1920. 


We give below the figures of coal output for the 
four quarters of the past year, and the average number 
of persons employed during each quarter :— 

Output Average number of 


Quarter ended in tons. persons employed. 








81st March, 1920...... §2,103,000 1.188, 500 
80th June, 1920 ...... 58,166,000 1.200,300 
20th September, 1920 59,251,000 1,207,800 
8lst December, 1920 49,775,000 1,220,700 

TOCA]... own nase 229,295,000 1,204,300 





REDUCTION OF COLLIERY WORKERS’ 
WAGES. 
The Secretary for Mines announces that for the month 
of February the amount of the wages advance payable 
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to colliery workers under the strike settlement of 
November last will be as follows :— 

1s. 6d. for workers of 18 years and over ; 

9d. for workers of 16 and 17 years; 

63d. for workers under 16 years. 

These figures compare with 3s. 6d., ls. 9d. and 
1s. 8$d. for the month of January. 

In accordance with the terms of settlement an 
adjustment has been made for loss of output owing to 
the Christmas and New Year holidays, but even so, the 
rate of output during the period on which the February 
wage is based was substantially below the rate in the 
preceding test period. This is mainly attributable to 
idle time. on account of trade depression, 





COAL MINES ACT, 1911: SECURING OF 
SHAFTS. 


The Secretary for Mines, the Right Hon. W. C. 
Bridgeman, M.P., has appointed a Committee consist. 
ing of :— | 

Mr. Thomas H. Mottram, C.B.E., H.M. Chief 
Inspector of Mines (Chairman), 
Mr. George A. Mitcheson. and 
Mr. Samuel Roebuck, M.B.E.., 
to inquire and report whether any amendment is desir- 
able in the provisions of the Coal Mines Act, 1911, as 
to the securing of shafts. 

The Secretary to the Committec. to whom eommuni- 
eations should be addressed. is Mr. Charles D. Mottram, 
H.M. Inspector of Mines, 55, Francis Road, Edgbaston, 
Birmingham. | . 





THE DE-CONTROL OF COAL. 


The Department of Mines have made the following 
announcement in regard to the de-control of coal :— 

The grounds upon whieh the control of the distri. 
bution of coal and the regulation of Pithead Prices have 
been maintained down to the vresent time were as 
follows: First. that owing to the shortage of output 
and the necessitv of an adequate supplv of enal to con- 
sumers in the United Kingdom it was essential to 
restrict the amount which could be exnorted: and 
second, that the disparitv between the world’s price of 
coal and the price which the Government thought it 
reasonable for home consumers to pay was so great 
that it was incumbent unon the Government to regulate 
pithead prices in the United Kingdom. 

These reasons have now ceased to operate. The in- 
ereased output of coal, combined with slackened 
demands both from home industries and from foreien 
countries, has removed the risks of a short supply 
within the United Kingdom, and the export price has 
now come so close to the home price-——in some cases 
even below—that there is no longer any ground for 
restricting the price at which coal may be sold. 

The Government have accordingly decided to cance! 
on and from Ist March next the Directions of the Board 
of Trade, dated 25th August. 1920, as to pithead prices. 
This will afford a month in which buyers and sellers can 
readjust their arrangements so far as these may be 
necessary. 

Further, all allocations or directions to collieries to 
supply specified districts or consumers, whether made 
by instruction of the Government or by District Coal 
and Coke Supplies Committees, will be abolished from 
the above date. and inland consumers will thereupon 
ba free to purchase supplies from any available source 
and through any channel. They should, therefore, at 
once proceed to make any arrangements necessary to 
secure their supplies after Ist March. All questions as 
to price, quality, conditions of sale and delivery. etc.. 
will be matters for arrangement directly between 
buvers and sellers. 

So far as coal for foreign bunkers and export is con- 
cerned the position remains as shown in the official 
notifications published on 28th December, 1920, and 
10th January, 1921. 


———- ee 
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APPOINTMENT OF EXPORT 
REPRESENTATIVE. 

The Rt. Hon. W. C, Bridgeman, M.P., Secretary for 
Mines, announces that he has appointed Mr. F. M. 
Witzel to act from Ist February, 1921, as Export Repre- 
sentative of the Mines Department for South Wales and 
Monmouthshire, in place of Mr. H. Bamber, who has 
resigned. 


PROFITEERING ACT DEPARTMENT. 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE. 

The fifty-ninth meeting of the Standing Committee 
on ‘Trusts was held on 25th January, when Mr. G. W. 
Bailey was appointed as an additional member of the 
Sewing Cotton Sub-Committee. Extended terms of 
reference were approved for the Cocoa and Cocoa By- 
Products Sub-Committee (which will in future be known 
as the Chocolate and Cocoa Sub-Committee) and the 
following three additional members were appointed to 
it: Major J. D. Birchall, M.P., Sir Alexander King, 
K.C.B., and Mr, W. H, Watkins. 


Meetings of Sub-Committees took place on the 27th 
January 9s follows:— 

Dyeing and Cleaning Sub-Committee (Prices and 
Trusts).—Seventh meeting. Held at the Station Hotel, 
York. Further evidence was taken. 

Tools Sub-Committee (Prices).—Twelfth meeting. 
Further evidence was taken, 


MARINE DEPARTMENT. 


EXAMINATION OF FISHING BOAT SKIPPERS 
AND SECOND HANDS. 

A, revised edition of the Regulations relating to the 
Examination of Skippers and Second Hands of Fishing 
Boats is being issued. 

Copies may be obtained from H.M. Stationery Office, 
Imperial House, Kingsway, London, W.C. 2. 


DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 


COMMERCIAL DIPLOMATIC POST IN 
AUSTRIA. 


Consequent on the resumption of diplomatic rela- 
tions with Austria it has been decided to convert the 
temporary post of Commercial Commissioner in that 
country into a permanent Commercial Diplomatic 
appointment, 

Mr. O. §. Phillpotts, O.B.E., the existing Com- 
mercial Commissioner, has been appointed Commercial 
Secretary (Grade 2) for Austria, 


























NAVIGABLE WATERWAYS AND WATER 
POWER RESOURCES OF ROUMANTA. 

The Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation at 
Bucharest has forwarded a pamphlet on this subject by 
the Director-General of the Department of Harbours 
and Waterways of the Ministry of Communications. 

The pamphlet, which is in Roumanian, is aeccom- 
panied by a translation of the more important passages, 
and a smal] map indicating the position of the water 
power resources, and may be inspected by United King- 
dom firms interested, on application to the Enquiry 
Room, Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, Westminster, S.W. 1. 





SALE OF EX-ENEMY PROPERTY IN 
TANGANYIKA TERRITORY. 

The Colonial Office announce that arrangements have 
been made for the sales of ex-enemy properties in 
Tanganyika Territory to begin on 2nd May, 1921, at 
Dar-es-Salaam. Copies of the first schedule of the pro- 
perties which are to be put up for sale and of the 
conditions of sale can be seen at the Enquiry Room, 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
Westminster, 8.W. 1. 


— 
——<—_ 








Special Articles. 





SHIPPING EARNINGS AND THE 
BALANCE UF TRADE. 


COMPARISON OF 1920 WITH 1913. 

Considerable interest is being manifested to-day in 
the balance of trade between the United Kingdom and 
the rest of the world. Imports of merchandise normally 
show an excess over exports, and even when the move- 
ment of bullion and coin is taken into account a similar 
excess remains. But against this surplus there are to 
be set what are called ** invisible exports ’’—shipping 
earnings, income from investments abroad, and 
remuneration for commercial services. The most im- 
portant of these is shipping earnings, and in the follow- 
ing article an attempt is made to ascertain both the 
gross income of British shipping engaged in overseas 
trade and that portion of such income which enters into 
the national balance of indebtedness. The nature of 
the information used and details of ealeulations based 
on it are shown. It is recognised that in many respects 
that information is defective, and often figures have 
had to be used because they were the only ones avail- 
able, although others would have been preferred. 
Nevertheless it is believed that the broad results are 
substantially accurate, and varicus authorities to 
whom the article has been submitted are in general 
agreement with that view, while reserving their opinion 
on details. 





SHIPPING EARNINGS IN 1913 AND 1920. 


In the absence of direct information in regard to 
the gross earnings of shipping it has been usual to adopt 
as a working basis the treatment of British mercantile 
shipping as time-chartered for general trading, and to 
regard the aggregate of the charter-meney, together 
with charterers’ disbursements for bunkers and port- 
dues, as the total of the charges on goods and passengers 
carried, or the gross income of shipping. ‘The Justi- 
fication for this procedure is that in the long run liner 
rates are governed by the competition of tramps. 
After allowing for ships undergoing repair the dead- 
weight tonnage of British shipping engaged in over- 
seas trade in 1913 is estimated at about 25,000,000 
tons, and the average rate based on one-year general 
time-charters, but making some allowance for higher 
liner earnings, is understood to have been about 5s. 
per deadweight ton per month. British bunkers 
in the foreign trade were 21,032,000 tons, at an esti- 
mated average price of 16s. per ton. Further 
charterers’ outgoings were bunkers purchased abroad 


and port dues. We thus get:— 





1913. hn 
SS ePrreerrer rer rrrer Terr irr terre £75,000 ,000 
Bunkering in United Kingdom Ports ...... £17,000,000 
Bunkering in Overseas Ports ............... £6,000,000 
EE © ocplanciniinenencsaneeumecnsuniinsiven £12,000,000 
£110,000,000 


The estimated figures of £6,000,000 and £12,000,000 
are believed to be approximately correct. 

For 1920 the corresponding figures are :— 
Charter Money, 24,000,000 tons d.w. at 


20s. per ton per month .....................£288,000,000 
Bunkering in United Kingdom Ports. 
PY IDS cc svcinasicncnasncsrevesesens £66 ,000,000 


Bunkering in Overseas Ports ............... £30 000,000 


Port Dues at 2s. 3d. per ton d.w. per 
rete ch caccanaatandbenranencdsceane es £32 000,000 





£416,000,000 

The figures for British bunkers, which are averaged 
at 100s. per ton on 6,712,000 tons for the first half year, 
and at 90s. per ton on 7,128,000 tons for the second 
half, are inclusive of bunker coal shipped in foreign 
vessels at ports in the United Kingdom. Foreign 
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bunkers have largely increased in quantity, 7,192,000 
tons less of British bunkers being taken in 1920. Most 
of this has been made good at Newport News (formerly 
not a large coaling port) at an average of 9 dols. per 
ton as compared with 3°30 dols. in 1913. On the other 
hand, owing to shortage of coal at home, very little 
British coal has been taken as bunkers at foreign ports 
where previously a great deal was taken, and the 
deficit has been made good at Durban and at Newcastle 
(New South Wales), where prices have, consequently, 
risen to 386s. and 16s. per ton from 16s. and Ils. 9d. 
respectively. The figure taken for bunkering abroad 
appears to be a conservative estimate. 
TiME-CHARTERS. 

The ‘* Daily Freight Register ’ 
gives the range of one-year general time-charters as 
45s. to 1ls. per ton d.w. per month for 1920, and the 
average as 23s. 33d. This would make the total 
charter-money about £365,000,000 for the year. The 
average appears too high, since it does not take into 
sufficient account cancellations of earlier charters, 
greater delays in ports, and (especially in the latter 
half of the year) longer periods between engagements. 
Justification for the reduction of the average by about 
one-fifth will appear in a later paragraph. Even the 
average rate of 20s. per month will appear too high 
to some whose attention has been concentrated on 
the heavy fall in time-charter rates during the second 
half of the year. Monthly averages of one-year time- 
charters in 1920 per ton d.w. have been :— 


s. d. s. dd. 
January... 25 0 July oo... 15 9 
February _...... 25 0 August......... 13 6 
BE edie hid 22 6 September... 13 0O 
I! so riba 20 O October ......... 14 0 
Taree 17 6 November _..... 13 6 
DE: * “Sunitbdadsuis 18 9 December ...... 10 O 


These are, however, the rates for future engagements, 
and at any date the bulk of the tonnage was employed 
at rates fixed earlier; 30s. was current at the beginning 
of the year and higher rates previously. 

CarGo Rates. 

Parcel cargo rates by liners have not fallen in the 
seme ratio as whole-vessel rates, and passenger rates 
have been maintained, if not raised. while the activity 
of the civilian passenger movement, though still less 
than in 1913, was greater than in 1919. Outward coal 
rates have averaged 25 per cent. less in 1920 than in 
1919, and the rate from Bombay is 36 per cent. down, 
but that from Buenos Aires is only 10 per cent. lower 
on the yearly average. The rate from Bilbao to Glasgow 
averaged 23s. 5id. in 1919 and 26s. 03d. in 1920, and 
the average rate from Algiers to Cardiff rose from 
18s 5d. to 23s. 11d. Most rates from the Mediterranean 
e'ther rose in 1920 or only fell a little. The removal 
of control in 1919 was followed by increases on certain 
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Australia to the United Kingdom or Continent, trom 
8s. 6d. to 10s. 114d. from Northern Range to the United 
Kingdom, and from 10s. to 12s. 5ad. from the St. 
Lawrence to the United Kingdom; all these rates are 
yearly averages. 

AN ALTERNATIVE ESTIMATE. 

lt is difficult to evaluate with precision the various 
factors affecting freights, but a check estimate has been 
made, the details of which are set out in the Tale below, 
which was constructed in the manner now to be 
described. 

Some time ago a special investigation was made otf 
the logs of British ships trading in 1913, for the purpose 
of ascertaining the distribution of shipping on different 
routes. These routes have been grouped into thirteen 
main routes, specified in Column (1) of the Table, and 
in Column (2) are given figures indicating the relative 
distribution of tonnage on these routeg in 1913. The 
distribution in 1920 differed from that in 1913 owing to 
the great reduction in trade with Western Europe, to 
the practical cessation of exports of wheat from India 
and of soya beans from Siberia. to the diversion of the 
sugar trade to the United States, Cuba, Java, and 
Mauritius, ete. The weight of ali the heavy goods trans- 
ported along the various routes (coal exports for the 
Kuropean trade and imports of foodstuffs and raw 
materials for other routes) has, consequently, been 
ascertained for 1913 and 1920, and the shipping distri- 
bution for 1913 altered proportionally. The revised 
indices of shipping distribution for 1920 are shown in 
Column (3). The total of Column (3) for 1920 is 3,657, 
which is practically 20 per cent. below that of Column 
(2) for 1913. Only 3°7 per cent. of this is due to the 
smaller amount of shipping, and that is partly offset by 
the greater mechanical efficiency of the newer ships. 
The real cause of the reduction is that the trading 
efficiency of shipping in 1920 was less than in 1913, 
owing chiefly to longer delays in port. Incidentally, 
this reduction in the total index for 1920 compared with 
1913 justifies the reduction (referred to earlier) of the 
‘‘ Daily Freight Register’s ’’ average charter rate for 
1920. For each route a freight rate (shown in Column 
(4)) was selected to be indicative of the general level 
of freights on that route, and the average annual rates 
(taken generally from the ‘* Daily Freight Register ’’) 
are set out in Columns (5) and (6). Column (7) gives 
the data for 1920 at percentages of those for 1913. 
The percentage changes of rate are then multiplied by 
the corresponding distribution figures in Column (3) 
and the results entered in Column (8). The total of this 
Column when divided by the total (3,657) of Column (8) 
yields the proportion which freight rates in 1920, taken 
as a whole, bore to those of 1913, namely, 432 to 100. 
Taking into account the decrease of efficiency, which 


has been put at about 20 per cent., the earning power 
in 1920 works out in the proportion to that of 1918 of 
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important routes, e.g.. from 105s. to 148s. from about 350 to 100. 
SHIPPING EARNINGS. 
saiaicinineaitlntaasins res ee aCe =. >> ch OM RE Oe igor eeaiaaiaiaiaa os teats 
Route. | Shipping | Trade. | Rates. ‘Index of 
| Distribution. | | Earnings. 
(1) | (2) (3) | (4) (5) (6) (7) | (8) 

1913.) 1920. | | 1913. 1920. 1920. 

| (1913=100) | 

North America. | | ss. d s. d. | 
North of Key West... .. | 842 777 | Northern Range to U.K. — _ 3.6 10 113 313 243,201 
Gulf, etc. -. | 313, 454 | Timber Ports to W. Coast ..| 109 13 | 273 9 251 113,954 
. South America (East ( ‘oast) .. | 559 559 | San Lorenzo to U.K. /Cont. | 18 4 93 4} 509 284,531 
Pacific America... - -. | 87) 87 Nitrate Ports to U.K. /Cont. -.| 30 0 93 3} 311 27,057 
Australasia .. 7 id -. | 247 408 | Australia to U.K./Cont. .. r - ¥ ..| 86 0 143 1 397 161,976 
India - ‘+ ‘a .. | 333 100) Bombay to U.K. /Cont. on d.w. i“ s 21 23 88 0} 415 41,500 
China 3 in .. | 167! 400 | Saigon to U.K of - ee sé ..| 2 9 112 9} 378 151,200 
South Africa - se «Oe 91 | Mauritius to U. K /Cont. _ - - st «aa 107 23 529 48,139 
West Africa ” ora 8] 81 | Cardiff to Dakar .. 9 6 26 1) 275 22,275 
Mediterranean ie a .. | 623 190 | Tyne to Genoa 9 OF 47 11j 529 100,510 
Elbe-Brest .. bye v - 863 417 Cardiff to Havre .. 4 11} 40 9 822 342,774 
Brest-Gibraltar .. ..-.. | 113) 47 | Bilbao to Middlesbrough . 5 3 26 11} 514 24,158 
North of Elbe ” a a | 218 | 46 | Finland to E. Coast ; 35 9 132 0 369 | 16,974 
| 4,537 | 3,657 : 432 1,578,251 
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The gross shipping income for 1915 was estimated 
earlier at £110,000,000. For 1920 it will be that 
amount multiplied by 3°5, or £385,000,000. In compar- 
ing this with the estimate of £416,000,000 made on 
the time-charter basis, it should be remembered that the 
latter includes the value of all bunkers shipped at home 
perts on all foreign-going vessels. The discrepancy is not 
marked, and it seems fair to conclude that the gross 
shipping income for 1920 was about £400,000,000, a 
figure inclusive of the value of all bunkers shipped. 

TFoREIGN RUNKERS AND STORES. 

These figures cannot, however, be taken as repre- 
senting the national income derived from shipping and 
as entering without deduction into the general balance 
of indebtedness with overseas countries. Bunkers and 
stores bought in foreign ports and dues in foreign ports 
have to be paid for, and the payment ultimately takes 
the form of exports of coal and other goods from the 
United Kingdom, which are already accounted for 
in the returns of import and export trade. Considering 
the whole trade situation nationally, the value of 
bunkers and stores purchased abroad must be deducted 
from the gross shipping income and only the remainder 
brought into the balance of trade. Foreign bunkers 
have been estimated at £6,000,000 in 1913, and at 
£30,000,000 in 1920. The average expenditure on stores 
was 3s. per d.w. ton per month in 1920, and, con- 
sidering the difference in prices, would not be more than 
one-third of that figure in 1913. It is not known what 
proportion of stores is purchased abroad, but, assum- 
ing that it was one quarter, about £4,000,000 would 
have to be deducted in 1913 and about £11,000,000 in 
1920. Half the port dues may, perhaps, be reckoned 
as expended abroad. The net national mcome from 
shipping would, therefore, be about £94,000,000 in 1913 
and £340,000,000 in 1920. It may be noted that in 
the *‘ Journal ’’ of 15th January, 1920 (p. 72), the net 
national income from shipping was anticipated at 
£500,000,000 and that in the issue for 12th August 
(p. 179) that estimate was revised to £440,000,000. 


SHIPOWNERS’ PROFITS. 


Care must be taken not to confuse this “* net national 
income from shipping ’* with the net income of ship- 
owners, for the latter can only be derived from the 
former after deduction oi the cost of bunkers purchased 
in the United Kingdom, port dues, and all other costs 
of operation. Bunkers alone were five to six times 
more per ton and wages treble what they were in 1913, 
while the cost of building ships increased enormously, 
bringing with it higher debits for insurance, deprecia- 
tion, and interest on capital. Even if the net residue 
accruing to the shipowners as profit went up in the 
same ratio as the charter money calculated in the earlier 
paragraphs of this article or in the ratio of 100 to 384— 
and there is no certainty that it was not in a smaller 
ratio—it is still to be borne in mind that the wholesale 
purchasing power of money in 1920 had depreciated in 
the ratio of 100 to 318°8. 


SHIPPING FARNINGS IN 1921. 


To forecast the future of a trade while it is still in 
a boom period may be rash, but is not entirely hazardous ; 
the case is very different when the trade is in the trough 
of a depression. Any attempt to indicate the prospects 
of shipping for the whole of 1921 must at the present 
moment be quite of the nature of a guess. The employ- 
ment of shipping depends on the activity of industry, 
and freicht forms such a relatively small proportion of 
the total costs of commodities that even a heavy fall 
in rates might do comparatively little to stimulate trade. 
The reduction of general prices and the resumption of 
our export trade in coal will be the main factors in 
a revival of commerce and shipping, and cheaper 
bunkers will reduce shipping costs. No one can say 
how long the present depression will last, though some 
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good Judges expect an improvement by the Spring. 
Lhe feature of to-day is that ships are being laid up, 
and although it will pay an owner to run his ships so 
long as, alter meeting running expenses, he incurs a 
lesser loss than the cost of laying up, that involves a 
degree of financial strength which is probably lacking 
in Many concerng working largely on bank credits. lt 
is possible that the laying up of ships, longer periods 
between engagements, and interruption of activity due 
to financial embarrassment, might make a serious deduc- 
tion from the shipping at work throughout the year. 
Ships needing repair will naturally be laid up first. 
The laying up of tonnage may tend to stiffen rates, and 
the demand for bunkers will be proportionately less, 
buv in view of easier prices more will be bought at 
home. We can also reckon on a reduction in the prices 
of foreign bunkers, and the expenditure on port dues 
wili also be reduced. After taking everything into 
account the following rough estimate of gross shipping 
earnings is put forward very tentatively: 








£ 
Charter money ......... 130,000,000 
British bunkers ......... 44,000,000 
Foreign bunkers ...... 15,000,000 
ree 80,000,000 
219,000,000 


To arrive at the part of this total which enters into 
the nation’s balance of trade we must deduct the cost 
of bunkers and stores purchased abroad and of port 
dues in foreign ports. After this deduction there may 
remain about £185,000,000 to set against our excess of 
imports of merchandise in 1921. What the net income 
of shipowners will be had best be left to conjecture, 
seeing that their expenses in 1921 will probably still be 
about treble what they were in 1913, that heavy allow- 
ances may have to be made in respect of the mainten- 
ance and insurance of vessels laid up, and that, on the 
assumptions made above, their gross receipts will only 
be about double the 1913 total. 

These figures merely indicate what, on a very rough 
estimate, may be expected from the conditions of 
to-day, but it is impossible to say how far these con- 
ditions may be realised or ameliorated. 


THE BALANCE OF TRADE. 


In 1920 the excess of the value of imports of mer- 
chandise into the United Kingdom over the value of 
exports of merchandise from the United Kingdom was 
about £378,800,000, against which there was an excess 
of exports of bullion and coin valued at about 
£43,500,000. In the ‘‘ Journal ’’ of 12th August, 1920, 
(pp. 179-180) it was estimated that the net income from 
investments abroad would be £120,000,000, and from 
banking and other services about £40,000,000. There 
seems to be no sufficient ground for seriously modify- 
ing these estimates, and it has been calculated above 
that the net national income from shipping services was 
£340,000,000, raising the total of ‘‘ invisible exports ’”’ 
to £500,000,000. The net balance of trade in favour of 
this country was thus about £165,000,000, but it should 
be remembered that part of this was in the form of long 
credits to countries unable to pay cash for goods im- 
ported from us; on the other hand some of our pur- 
chases also were on credit. In the article in August 
referred to above the credit balance for the year was 
forecasted at £180,090,000. 

What has already been said will show the impractic- 
ability of forecasting the balance of trade for 1921, but 
that balance need not be affected simply by the decline 
in prices and the fall in freights, as may be seen from 
the experience of pre-war years, when the credit balance 
available for foreign investment was generally estimated 
at about £200,000,000. 
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RAILWAY RATES AND FARES. 








THE RECENT ALTERATIONS. 

In our issue of 8th April, 1920, we gave a summary 
of the advances in railway rates and fares which 
had been put into effect in various countries 
since the outbreak of war. Since the date of our article 
further increases have been noted by the Ministry of 
Transport, and we will try now to bring the previous 
infcrmation up to the present date. 

In the Unrrep Kinapom the war increase of 50 per 
cent. on passenger fares was advanced to 75 per cent. 
as from 6th August, 1920. Goods rates had been in- 
creased by percentages varying from 25 per cent. to 
60 per cent. as from 15th January, 1920, with cer- 
tain flat rates, and with specified minimum and 
maximum additions in the case of coal, coke and 
patent fuel and merchandise in classes A and B of the 
classification; and were, after further inquiry, again 
advanced as from 1st September, 1920, to a level which 
was for all goods about 112 per cent. above pre-war rates. 

FRANCE put into force in November specially reduced 
‘‘ petite vitesse’’ rates for goods intended for export 
by land or sea. There is now a general export rebate 
of 10 per cent., irrespective of bulk, on the rates in- 
cluded in the “‘ petite vitesse ’’ tariff. Further increases 
in general goods and passenger rates will, it is expected, 
be necessary, but action is postponed pending the passing 
of the Government Bili for the reorganisation of the 
railways. 

As from Ist January, 1921, passenger fares in 
DENMARK have been advanced by 334 per cent., and 
goods rates by 50 per cent. 

In Iraty advances are graduated according to class. 
On 16th November last the fares and rates were in- 
creased up to the following percentages :—Passenger 
fares for first 50 kilometres of journey on single and 
return, weekly and daily excursion tickets: 1st class, 100 
per cent. to 250 per cent. ; 2nd class, 140 per cent. to 200 
per cent.; 3rd class, 100 per cent. to 160 per cent. 
Season tickets: Ist class, 170 per cent. to 230 per cent. ; 
2nd class, 160 per cent. to 210 per cent. ; 3rd class, 120 
per cent. to 189 per cent. Goods rates: Luggage, dogs, 
ete., and ‘‘ grande vitesse ’’ and “* petite vitesse,’’ 180 
per cent. to 300 per cent.; certain foodstuffs, 100 per 
cent. to 200 per cent. 

In Norway there has been a further advance in 
passenger fares of 10 per cent., making the increases: 
ist class, 190 per cent.; 2nd class, 90 per cent.; 3rd 
class, 70 per cent. In foodstuffs the rates are now 
160 per cent. above those in operation in September, 
1916, and for other goods the rates show a correspond- 
ing advance of 200 per cent. 

All railway tariffs in PorTuGAL are now up by 200 
per cent, | 

In a survey of railway fares and rates, made by the 
‘* Journal des Transports ’’ of 7th August last it was 
stated that passenger fares in BELGIUM were on that 
date 220 per cent. above the fares for 1914, and that 
coods rates were up from 250 to 300 per cent. ; the total 
increases in GERMANY were stated to be:—Goods rates, 
600 per cent. above pre-war figures; passenger fares, 
400 to 670 per cent. 

In Canapa an attempt has been made gradually to 
reduce the advances in fares and rates. When we 
wrote previously the advances amounted on the aver- 
age to about 40 per cent. In September last an addi- 
tional 20 per cent. was put on passenger fares until 
31st December, 1920. For six months from Ist 
January, 1921, the addition is to be 10 per cent., and 
as from 1st July next it will be taken off and the fares 
will then return to the earlier scale. In Eastern Canada 
goods rates were advanced in September last by 40 
per cent., and in Western Canada by 35 per cent. It 
was arranged that 5 per cent. of this advance should 
come off on 31st December, 1920. 

In New ZraLAnpd, Sourn AFrrica, and AusTRALIA the 
advanees have been small in comparison with those 
ruling in Europe. Fares and rates in New Zealand are 
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25 per cent. above the pre-war level. In South Africa, 
as from 22nd April last, passenger fares were increased 
by 3s. 4d. in the £; on livestock, goods and coal for 
Jocal consumption conveyed more than 500 miles there 
was an increase of one-third. According to a table pre- 
pared by the Victorian Railway Commissioners the 
average increase since 1913 in the various Australian 
States has been as follows: Victoria, 8 per cent. ; New 
South Wales, 37 per cent.; Queensland, 24 per cent.: 
Western Australia, 23 per cent.; and South Australia, 
18 per cent. Since Ist January of this year, however, 
the freight rates in Victoria have been raised by 18 
per cent. 

In April last the average increase in passenger fares 
and goods rates was 40 per cent. in the UnrTEp Sratrs. 
Iu July last the fares were advanced by 20 per cent, 
and the goods rates by 40 per cent. in the Eastem 
Territory, 25 per cent. in the Southern, 35 per cent, in 
the Western, and 25 per cent. in the Mountain and 
Pacific Territories. 

In Austria a further 50 per cent. was added in 
October to the previous advances of about 390 per 
cent. in goods rates. As from 1st December, 1920, a 
revision in the basis of goods rates was made, of which 
particulars are in the hands of the Intelligence Depart- 
ment, Ministry of Transport. 

In Huneany, as from 11th August, 1920, an increase 
of 300 per cent. on goods and 200 per cent. on passenger 
rates, above rates then in force, was notified. 


_- — 
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Notes on Trade. 








(While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the ‘‘Journal,”’ it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 


legal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 
selves.] 





MOROCCAN COASTAL SERVICE. 

_ A well-known British steamship company has now 
inaugurated a coastal service between ports in Morocco 
in conjunction with their service of general - cargo 
steamers between London, Antwerp and “Morocco. 
This company is now in a position to accept cargo to 
and from any port on the Moroccan coast. The inten- 
tion is to use Tangier and Fedhala as transhipment 
perts, the former for the northern and the latter for the 
southern ports; and, with the protection afforded on 
the off-shore side of Tangier Bay and in the sheltered 
basin of Fedhala, to tranship cargo direct over-side from 
the ocean-going vessel to an auxiliary motor schooner, 
and vice-versa in the case of homeward traffic from 
Moroccan ports. The net result of this arrangement 
will be that traffic to or from the several ports in 
Moroceo which have not hitherto been served by direct 
sailings, will be despatched and/or delivered, as the 
case may be, promptly, without the necessity of being 
landed at Casablanca or some other port and awaiting 
a suitable opportunity for onward despatch. 





JUGO-SLAV TIMBER MARKET. 


The ‘‘ Jugo-Slavenska Suma,’’ in a report on the local 
timber market, points out the benefit which will accrue 
to the Jugo-Slav timber trade through the opening of 
the port of Fiume. Prices of oak do not show much 
fluctuation. At the recent auctions at Vinkovei stand- 
ing oak has been sold at the rate of 1,200 crowns per 
cubic metre. A sale by auction of Jugo-Slav oak from 
the forests belonging to the Municipality of Nova 
Gradiska will shortly be held at that place. Prime oak 
is valued at 1,300 crowns per cubic metre. The com- 
petition is expected to be keen and great interest is 
ruling as to the final prices. 
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Exhibitions and Fairs. 


CANADIAN AND FOREIGN SAMPLES EXHIBI- 
TION AT WOLVERHAMPTON. 

An Exhibition of Canadian and Foreign Samples will 
be held in the offices of the Chamber of Commerce, 
Lichfield Street, Wolverhampton, on Monday, Tuesday 
and Wednesday, February 7th, 8th and 9th, 

The Exhibits, numbering 400 items, comprise the 
following classification of samples recently received 
from abroad :— 





Country of Country 

Description of Samples. Manufacture. | of Sale. 
Samples of hardware, compris- United States and Canada. 

ing : Door, window and drawer Canada. 

fittings, hinges, bulbs, ete. rea "a 
Samples of tools and hardware, United States. China . 

comprising : Screw plate taps, (Shanghai) 

stocks and dies, pipe cutters, 

wrenches, hack-saw frames, 

saws, punches, twist drills, 

pliers, etc. 


Tools and hardware, compris- United States and Canada. 
ing : Drills, wrenches,’ Canada. 
mn _ United States. South Africa. 
Enamelware. Canada. Canada. 
Enamelware. Germany and Finland. 
Sweden. 
Aluminium ware. Germany. Holland. 
Domestic electrical goods. United States and Switzerland . 
Switzerland. 
Electrical goods, comprising: United States and Canada. 


Switches, fuses, sockets, pipe Canada. 

fittings, etc. ; a4 . 
Metal piano parts and fittings. United States. Canada. 

Pedals, pins, hinges, levers, 

bolts, ete. 


In addition to the samples a collection of 300 foreign 
trade catalogues of recent issue will also be available 
for inspection by manufacturers. 

Invitations from a list supplied by the Chamber of 


Commerce will be issued by the Department of Over- | 


seas Trade to manufacturers likely to be interested in 
Wolverhampton, Tipton, Bilston, Wednesbury, Wed- 
nesfield, Willenhall and Darlaston. | 

Black Country firms who have not received an in- 
vitation, and who may desire to inspect the samples, 
ean obtain a card of admittance by application to the 
Secretary of the Chamber of Commerce, Wolverhamp- 
ton, which Chamber is actively collaborating in organis- 
ing the Exhibition, 





FOREIGN SAMPLES EXHIBITION AT 
NEW PORT (MON.). 

A eolleection of Foreign Samples, numbering about 
2,000 articles, was exhibited by the Department of 
Overseas Trade in the Assembly Room, Town Hall, 
Newport, on Monday and Tuesday, January 24th and 
5th. The examples comprised Woollen Piece-goods, 
Shirts, Broadcloths, Bottles and Jars, Toys, Enamel- 
ware, Brushware, Ready-made Clothing, Tools, etc., 
and represented goods in demand in about fifteen over- 
seas markets. Foreign trade catalogues, numbering 
atiout 300, were also available for inspection. 

The Newport Development Association collaborated 
heartily in the organisation of the Exhibition, and 
spared no pains in promoting its success. Though New- 
port is not a manufacturing centre in the sense that 
many of the larger industrial towns in the Midlands 
and the North of England are, it is hoped that the 
range of samples shown will induce local firms to take 
up new lines of manufacture that will be of benefit to 
the town. Several specific ranges of samples were put 
on exhibition almost entirely from this point of view. 
with the result that technical investigations are to 
be made by the Development Association into the 
possibilities of introducing new trades, which, besides 
employing labour, would utilise much of the abundant 
scrap metal that is available in the district. 

The representatives of 120 firms, including the 
leading civie dignitaries of the town — inspected 
the samples during the two days of exhibition. A 
spezimen film relating to the forthcoming Dominions 
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Tour, and illustrating certain local industries, was 
exhibited in an adjacent hall on the first Exhibition day, 
and created very considerable interest. 

It is anticipated that one result of the Exhibition will 
be to make the organisation of the Department of Over- 
seas T'rade better known to the manufacturers, shippers 
and exporters of the West of England. 





BRITISH EXHIBITION IN PARIS. 


The Departinent of Overseas Trade is informed that 
the Exhibition of British Scientific Products, organised 
by Mr. T. C. Dannatt, for the British Scientific 
Apparatus Manufacturers, Ltd., is having encouraging 
results in Paris. The Show Room, at 198, Rue Saint- 
Jacques, is well stocked with samples and receives a 
considerable number of callers daily. These visitors 
ars not only furnished with all the information they 
require but in most cases are given demcnstration of 
the exhibits. 

The general catalogue is divided into nine sections 
under the following headings:—(1) Chimie, Industries 
Chimiques; (2) Electricité, Industrie Electrique; (3) 
Marine; (4) Aviation; (5) Métallurgie; (6) Médecine, 
Bacteriologie, Physiologie, Ophthalmologie ; (7) Physique 
E:xpérimentale; (8) Topographie, Astronomie, ete. ; (9) 
Photographie. In connection with their Paris show- 
rcom the ‘* B.S.A.M.”’ have formed a reference library 
of English and technical books, which are at the dis- 
pcsal of visitors. In doing this an appeal issued to the 
publishers met with a very generous response and over 
700 presentation copies have already been received. 





AMERICAN NATIONAL EXHIBITION IN 
BUENOS AIRES. 


Information has been received from H.M. Com- 
mercial Secretary at Washington that the National 
Exhibition of American manufacturers’ products which 
had been arranged to take place in Buenos Aires in 
March has been postponed. It is reported that the 
present condition of American business and exchange 
rendered the success of such an exhibition extremely 


doubtful. 





INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF 
AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY AT RIGA. 


H.M. Consul at Riga reports that it is proposed to 
hold an International Exhibition of Agricultural 
Machinery and products at Riga this year. The sug- 
gested duration of the Exhibition is ten weeks, from 
either 15th July to 1st October, or Ist August to 15th 
Octuber. Concrete information will be given as soon as 
available, 





BRUSSELS MOTOR SHOW. 


The Department of Overseas Trade is informed that 
the 15th Brussels Motor Show will be held from 8rd 
to 15th December, 1921, at the Palais du Cinquantenaire, 
and will comprise Motor Car, Motor Cycle, Cycle, Body 
Work and Moto-Culture Sections. The organisers have 
decided that all firms participating in the second 
Brussels Commercial Fair will not be permitted to 
exhibit, with the exception of firms dealing in acces- 
sories of all kinds, tyres, and electrical equipment, such 
as lighting and starting sets, etc. 

The Executive Committee of the Belgium Association 
of Automobiles and Motor Cycle Manufacturers, under 
whose auspices the Brussels Show is held, has further 
decided not to authorise any Exhibition other than that 
held at Brussels. As a result, the members of the 
Belgium Association of Automobiles and Motor Cycle 
M:.nufacturers and the Belgium Association of Auto- 
mohiles, Cvele and Accessories Agents will not be per- 
mitted to take part in the Cycle and Motor Cycle Exhi- 
bition, which it is proposed to hold at the Palais 
d’Egmont, Brussels, during the month of March. 
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EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS—continued. 


FORTHCOMING FAIRS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 

EXHIBITION OF THE BRITISH LNSTITUTE OF INDUSTRIAL ART— 
217, Knightsbridge, S.W.7. 

Erriciency ExHisiTION— 

Olympia, February 10th-26th. Apply to Organising 
Secretary, ‘‘ Daily Mail’”’ Efficiency Exhibition, 1350, 
Fleet Street, London, E.C.4. 

British INDUSTRIES FaIR— 

White City, London, February 21st-March 4th, 1921. 
Birmingham, same period. 
Glasgow, February 28th-March 11th. 

CLOTHING, OUTFITTING AND WOOLLEN TRADES EXHIBITION— 
Royal Agricultural Hall, March 8th-18th. Apply to :— 
International Trade Exhibitions, Ltd., Broad Street 
House, New Broad Street, London, E.C.2. 

INTERNATIONAL BUILDING TRADES EXHIBITION— 

Olympia, April. Apply, Directors, 43, Essex Street, 
Strand, W.C.2. 

Drapery TEXTILE AND WOMEN’S WEAR EXHIBITION— 
Roya! Agricultural Hall, April 4th-15th. Apply to :— 
International Trade Exhibitions, Ltd., Broad Street 
House, New Broad Street, London, E.C.2. 

WHOLESALE FuRNITURE TRADES EXHIBITION— 

White City, London, April 5th-15th, 1921. Organising 
Manager, G. D. Smith, 119, Finsbury Pavement, 
London, E.C.2. 

Girascow Bakers’, GRocERS’, CONFECTIONERS’ AND ALLIED 

Trapes ExHIBITION— 
Kelvin Hall, April 5th-15th, 1921. 
“PHOTOGRAPHIC FarrR— 
Horticu!tural Hall, April 15th-25rd. Apply to Secretary, 
Sicilian House, Southampton Row, W.C.1. 
S18 INTERNATIONAL PRINTING, PaAareR, AND ALLIED TRADES 
EXHIBITION— 
Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington, April 30th-May 14th, 
1921. Apply to:—F. W. Bridges, Organising Manager, 
36-38, Whitefriars Street, London, E.C.4. 

INTERNATIONAL RuBBER EXHIBITION— 

London, June, 1921, Royal Agricultural Hall. Apply to 

Mr. H. G. Montgomery, 43, Essex Street, Strand, W.C.2. 
22xp ANNUAL CHEMISTS’ EXHIBITION— 

Central Hall, Westminster, S.W.1., June 20th-24th, 1921. 

Apply to: “British and Colonial Pharmacist,” 194-200, 

Bishopsgate, London, E.C.2. 

LONDON FAIR aND MARKET— 

Royal Agricultural Hall, July 4th-15th, 1921. Apply 
to :—International Trade Exhibitions, Ltd., Broad Street 
House, New Broad Street, London, E.C.2. 

SHIPPING, ENGINEERING AND MACHINERY ExuisiT1ion.—Olympia, 
September 7th-28th, 1921. Apply to F. W. Bridges, 
ksq., Exhibition Offices, 36-38, Whitefriars Street, Lon- 
don, E.C.4. 

British TextirEs ExnmiBition— 

Crystal Palace, London, September to October, 1921. 
Apply to :—General Manager, Crystal Palace, London, 
S.E.19. 

lira Lonnon Menpicat EXxHrBITtion— 

Central Hall, Westminster, S.W.1, October 3rd-7th, 1921. 
Apply to: “British and Colonial Pharmacist,” 194-200, 
Bishopsgate, London, E.C.2. 

INTERNATIONAL SHOE AND LEATHER FatR— 

Royal Agricultural Hall, October 3rd-8th, 1921. _ Apply 
to :—Manager, “Shoe and Leather Record,” 40, Finsbury 
Square, London, E.C.2. 











OVERSEAS. 


Dicne Exntsition oF Sampres oF Scents— 
February, 1921. Communications to be addressed to :— 
Direction des Services Agricoles, Digne, France. 
INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF AVICULTURE— 
Grand Palais, Paris, February 3rd-8th. 
closed. ) 

DetxH1 Motor SHow— 
Febrnarv 7th. 

Brussers EricntH ANNUAL EXHIBITION OF AGRICULTURAL 

MACFINER Y— 
Palais du Cinquantenaire, February 19th-20th. Apply 
to:—The Secretary, Société de Mécanique et d’Industries 
Agrico'es, 29, mae de “e- Brussels. 
GUE INTERNAT'ONAL SAMPLES Ff ATR— 

_— Hotel de Ville, Prague, February 28th-March 8th, 1921. 

WESTERN Province AcricuLturAL Socrety’s SHow— 
March 1st-4th, 1921, inclusive, at Rosebank. Apply to:— 
P. S. Van Miekerk, Parker’s Buildings, Cape Town (P.O. 
Box 113). 

Lyons Farr— sai 
March 1st-15th, 1921. (Building, engineering. hardware, 
metallurgv. agricultural machinery and foodstuffs.) 
AFrRican ExnrRrition— ; 

—— Paleis Voor Volksvlivt, Amsterdam. March 19th-April 
0th. 1921. Agricultural, dairy and mining instruments 
and industrial machinery. Charges for space. 8s., 7s., 
and 6s. ner sq. foot on ground floor and ‘ower and 
upper galleries respectively. Apply to:—F. W. Bridges, 
36-38, Whitefriars Street, London, E.C.4. 


(Applieations 
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WITWATERSRAND AGRICULTURAL SHow (including Machinery and 
Motor Sections)— 

March 23rd-28th. 

ZURICH HOUSING AND FURNITURE EXxHIBITION— 
March and April, 1921. 

BARCELONA SAMPLE F'alR (INTERNATIONAL)— 
April Ist-10th. App!y to:—Feria de  Muestras, 
Fernando 50, Barcelona. Autumn Fair, Sept. 1st-10th. 

INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY ExHIBITION— 
Lerida, Spain, April 1st-10th. Address :—Urgel, 187 
Barcelona. 

BRUSSELS CUMMERCIAL Fain (INTERNATIONAL)— 
April 4th-20th. Apply to:—Foire Commerciale Bruxelles. 
Grand Place 19, Kruxelles. 

MILAN ANNUAL SAMPLEs FariR— 
April 12th-27th, 1921. 
Vial, Venezia, Milan. 

Bas_tE SAMPLE Farr— 
April 16th-26th. (Swiss only.) 

ALGERIAN AGRICULTURAL I’AIR— 
April 16th-May 8th, 1921. Motor Cars, Tractors, Agricul- 
tural Machinery, Agricultural Chemical Products. Charge 
for space: 15 francs per square metre. Apply te:—M. 
Celestin Granier, Commissaire Général, 4, Rue Maréchal, 
Bosquet, Algiers. 

GHENT INTERNATIONAL ARCHITECTURAL AND BuILpING ExaHIBI- 

TION— 

April 16-June 14th. Apply to:—Administrative Com- 
mittee, No. 15, Coupure, Ghent. 

INTERNATIONAL CONFECTIONERY EXHIBITION— 
Paleis Voor Votksvlyt, Amsterdam. May 4th-June Ist. 

Buenos Aikes— 
International Dairying Exhibition, May 8th-27th, 192). 
Apply to:—The Manager, Argentine Rural Society, 
Sarmiento 834, Buenos Aires. 

Paris Farr— 
May 10th-25th. Apply to:—Comité de la Foire, 8, Place 
de la Bourse, Paris. 

PRAGUE AUTOMOBILE EXHIBITION— 
May 28th-June 5th. (Cars, tractors, motor bicycles and 
accessories.) Enquiries should be addressed to:—The 
Commercial Attaché, Czecho-Slovak Legation, 8, 
Grosvenor Place, London, S.W.1. 

BasLE AUTOMOBILE EXHIBITION (INTERNATIONAL)— 
May 28th-June 8th, 1921. Motor vehicles and accessories 
of all descriptions. Apply to:—The British Chamber of 
Commerce for Switzerland, 20, Rittergasse, Basle, not 
later than 31st January, 1921. 


’ 


Apply :—Administration, 20, 


REYKJAVIK AGRICULTURAL ExHIBITION— 


June, 1921. Agricultural Machinery and Implements. 
Apply to:—Icelandic Agricultural Society, Reykjavik, 
Iceland. 

Lima CENTENARY CELEBRATION— 
Internationa] Trade Exhibition. June 1st-October 3lst, 
1921. Charge for space £1 per square foot. Apply to 
Brown, Shipley and Co. (London Agents), Founders’ 
Court, E.C. 2. 

BorpeEaux SampLe Fair (INTERNATIONAL)— 
June 15th-30th. App!y to :—Foire de Bordeaux, 7, rue 
du Maréchal-Joffre, Bordeaux. 

LucERNE. British Dominions PRopucts ExHIBiTion— 
Probable dates July 15th-September 30th, 1921. 

LUXEMBURG AGRICULTURAL SAMPLE EXxHIBITION— 
September, 1921 (approx.). Apply to:—Mons. B. Clasen, 
l’Exposition Agricole, d’Echanti!lons, Avenue Montierey, 
Luxemburg 

UTRECAT Fain— 
September 6th-16th (all manufactured goods and inter- 
national). 

LAUSANNE AGRICULTURE AND Foop Propvucts Farr— 
September 1Cth-25th. (Swiss only.) 

NETHERLAND East INvIAN FaiR— 
September 19th-October 9th. Apply to:—Chamber of 
Commerce (N.E.I.), 38, Dover Street, W.1. 

Paris Motor SHow— 
Grand Palais, October, 1921. Apply :—Administration 
de l’Exposition Internationale de |’Automobile, 51, Rue 
Pérgolese, Paris. 

NETHERLAND East INDIES INTERNATIONAL TEA EXHIBITION— 
Bandoeng, Java, May 6th-2lst, 1922. Secretary, 
Dr. J. J. B. Souss, Tea Experimental Station, Buiten- 
zorg, near Batavia, Java. 





TRADE TOURS. 
Trade Tours are under organisation by the Department of 
Overseas Trade, as follows :— 
To the British Dominions, leaving early in 1921. 
To South America 


To Far East 
To United States 


Full particulars may be had on application to the Department 
of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8S. W.1. 


} To follow. 


— — 
— 
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Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
WEEKLY CABLE. 


The weekly cable received from the Director-General of 
Commercial Intelligence, Calcutta, dated 25th January, 1921, 
is as under :—~ 

SEASON AND Crops. 











During the week ending 15th January light beneficial rain 
has fallen in North-Western India. Crop prospects generally 
fair, but rain still urgently required in the Punjab, North- 
West Frontier Province, Central Provinces, and the United 
Provinces of Agra and Oudh, and parts of Bengal, Central 
India, the Bombay Deccan, Karnatak, and Madras. 


MARKETS. 


Bombay Cotton Market firm. Fine M.G. Oomra, March, 
Rs.265. No present indication of interest in foreign piece- 
goods. Whites and prints exceptionally depressed, Indian 
purchasers awaiting more favourable home prices, freights 
and exchange. Calcutta jute and gunny markets dull. No 


change in Bank rates. 
RalLWways. 

The construction of following lines by the Burma Railways 
Company is sanetioned: (1) Alon Saingbyin Railway, 28 
miles; (2) Moulmein Railway, Moulmein to Ye, 89 miles (this 
will open large saltfields); (3) Pyinmana Taungdwingyi 
Railway, 66 miles (part of a cross connection between the 
Irrawaddy Valley and the main line). 


CoaL. 


Scarcity declared in seven districts of Central Provinces on 
large scale. Emigration to Bengal coalfields and ironworks 
from Chattisgarh of Central Provinces. 


SaLB OF OPIUM. 


About 2,500 chests of Benares opium from Chazipur 
Factory will be sold by Government at public auctions in 
Caleutta during 1921. 

Rick EstiMatEs. 


It is anticipated that exportable surplus of Burma and 
Siam rice crops of 1921 will exceed estimates of 1,000,000 
fons and 750,000 tons respectively. 


SEA-BoRNE TRADE. | 
Exports (including 


Imports. re-ex ports). 

Rs. (lakhs). Rs. (lakhs). 
December, 1920 .............. 3,600 20,00 
December, 1919 ............+. 1,730 27 ,00 


Including movements of bullion and rupee paper the total 
balance of trade against India for the nine months Ist April 
to 3lst December, 1920, is 29,00 lakhs of rupees; whereas 
the balance of trade for the corresponding period of 1919 
was in favour of India by Rs.64,20 lakhs. 

A special cable, dated %th January, is as follows :— 


SEASON. 


General and beneficial rain has fallen in Central India, 
East Central Provinces, West and Northern India, except 
North-West Frontier Provinces and Western Punjab. Local 
rain in Bengal, Chota Nagpur, Orissa, and in South-Kast 
Madras, Mysore, and North Madras Coast. 


Crop Forecast. 
Final forecast of all India sesamum crop of 1920-21. 





Area, Field 
acres. tons. 
ik ce aagiinl 3,964,000 323,000 
DEED ‘de ceeansewsewndauaees 4.212, 000 ADS O00 
AUSTRALIA. 





FURTHER REMARKABLE INCREASE IN 
IMPORTS FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM. 
(From the Office of H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 

MELBOURNE. 


As pointed out in the summary of the imports into 
Australia during the September quarter of 1920, given in 
last’ week’s ‘Journal’? (see page 92), the increase in such 
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imports was again mainly due to larger receipts from the 
United Kingdom. The following statement is appended now 
to show in detail the value of imports during the September 
quarter into the Commonwealth, and may be compared with 
a similar statement for the June quarter of 1920, published 
in the ‘‘Journal’’ of 21st October last (page 486) :— 

















Other United 
Classes of Goods. United British Japan. States of Total all 
Kingdom. Countries. America. Countries. 
E £ £ 
1. Fooistuffs of animal . 
origin -” a 84,525 62,212 4,147 108,978 382,452 
2. Foodstuffs of vege- 
table origin ; 125,393 243,278 10,152 61,058 1.447,192 
3. Beverages (Non-alco- 
holic) and substances 
used in making .. 17,714 312,047 869 4.811 614,486 
4. Spirituous and Alco- 
holic Liquors 293,414 13,260 92 15 506,147 
5. Tobacco and pre- 
parations thereof .. 41,766 4,677 2 740,344 838,703 
6. Live Animals ‘ 7,883 21,196 -- 129 29,208 
7. Animal substances 
(mainly unmanufac- 
tured), not food- 
stuffs a” “ 108,669 429,293 14 2,470 576,367 
8. Vegetable substances 
and fibres .. 198,980 1,011,447 37,417 133,651 1,634,046 
9. (a) Apparel 1,162,046 85,801 178,176 637,062 2,612,815 
(b) Textiles .. 8,797,770 133,486 1,102,867 456,365 11,825,340 
(c) manufactured 
fibres .. = 72,502 1.085,588 1,237 3,787 1,163,355 
10. Oils, Fatsand Waxes 136,616 57,597 49,074 863,213 1,972,064 
11. Paints and Varnishes 111,452 2,240 940 41,410 171,864 
12. Stones and Minerals 
used industrially .. 5,846 15,580 13 7,642 65,165 
13. Ores and Metals 
manufactured or 
partly manufactured 174,616 6,516 1,176 31,095 225,727 
14. (a) Machines and Ma- 
chinery 853,013 67,077 62 491,693 1,495,129 
(b) Other manufac- 
tures of metal 4,422,391 90,193 81,136 1,231,019 5,961,924 
15. (a) Indiarubber and 
manufactures .. 214,234 159,188 1,536 182,407 711,607 
(b) Leather and 
manufactures 77,942 7,692 402 255,607 350,449 
16. Wood and Wicker 
raw and manufac- 
tured ee oe 39,883 434,034 128,612 723,420 1,797,268 
17. Earthenware, Ce- 
ment, China, Glass 
and Stoneware 257,140 7,641 180,009 55,089 758,310 
18. (a) Paper.. 324,612 236,270 21,902 143,138 1,381,658 
(b) Stationery 344,875 10,017 10,817 67,512 458,428 
19. Jewellery, Time- 
pieces and Fancy 
Goods - ius 299,379 93,081 70,442 69,442 826,426 
20. Optical, Surgical and 
Scientific . Instru- 
ments “os - 134,862 TY" 3,821 4,680 114,881 265,746 
21. Drugs, Chemicals 
and Fertilisers 732,736 128 207 31,777 373.664 1,678,618 
22. Miscellaneous .- 1,188,449 87,293 77,640 381,988 2,022,655 
23. Gold, Silver and 
Bronze Specie 718 8,606 —- 978 10,302 
Total . 20,225,626 4,817,438 1,995,191 7,162.868 41,783,451 





BAHRAIN ISLANDS. 


TRADE IN 1919-20. 
(From the British Political Agent.) 





BawRaIn. 

The total value of imports into Bahrain during the year 
ended 3lst March, 1920, amounted to £1,414,423, as com- 
pared with £1,350,060 in 1918-19. This increase of £64,363 
was satisfactory considering the poor state of shipping. 

The total value of exports during the same period was 
£946,344, as against £1,317,811 in 1918-19, a decrease of 
£371,467. The fall was due to the fact that a large quantity 
of pearls is believed to have been carried by passengers with- 
out being declared at the Customs. 

As usual the pearl trade continued to dominate the whole 
commercial situation, and the movements of pearls and specie, 
though reacting on the general movements of merchandise 
and foodstuffs, must be taken by themselves. The tables 
below show the total import and export under these heads 
for the year 1919-20 and the previous year, together with the 
sources of imports and the destinations of exports. 


Imports. 
General Total 
Year. Specie. Pearls. Merchandise. Imports. 
£ £ £ 
1919-20 .......... 38,775 26,464 1,349,180 1,414,423 
SS) 64,973 36,400 1,248,687 1,350,060 
Exports. 
General Total 
Year. Specie. Pearls. Merchandise. Exports. 
£ £ £ 
199080 _......... 22,000 293,900 630,444 946,344 
re 3.604 701,333 612.874 1,317,811 
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SOURCES OF LMPORTS. 
Lucrease or 


Country. 1919-20. 1918-19. decrease. 
per cent. per cent. per cent. 
.... veneuswienndinisiiiasstllet 75°40 80°70 —5'30 
Neighbouring countries ' 
bordering on Persian Gulf 23-75 19-24 + 4°51 
All other foreign countries BD ‘OG + °80 


The fall in the percentage of imports from India was chiefly 
due to the prohibition on export of certain kinds of goods. 
The percentage of .75°40 in the case of India does not 
necessarily mean that the articles imported were of British 
make, as various kinds of articles manufactured by America, 
Japan, and China were, in the first instance, imported into 
India, from where they were brought here 

DESTINATION OF KxporTs. 
Increase or 


Country. 1919-20. 1918-19. decrease. 
per cent. per cent. per cent. 
ML.  dvacuhannsenmeiindisieebebaiet 33-0] 03°80 —-2()°79 
Neighbouring countries 
bordering on Persian Guli 66°99 46-20 + 20°79 


The decrease in the ratio of exports to India was due 

mainly to lesser exports of manifested pearls. 
PrIncIpAL MERCHANDISE IMPORTS. 

Iixcluding specie and pearls, the principal articles of 
import into Bahrain (other than fuel, cattle, and other live- 
stock, which were only of interest to merchants on the main- 
land of Arabia and Persia) were as follows :— 

Percentage imported from 
Imported Other 


Articles. in 1919-20. India. countries, 
eran nee mene 405 989 91-18 8-82 
eer 337,039 98-5] 1-49 
Ghee (clarified butter) 67,007 4-10 95°90 
Coffee .o......cccccesenseceesees 92 842 67°47 32-5: 
SEL: , 0s: sheneiteleetncbinatacieteiisaavioamibdacnet 20,332 99-06 “94 
atic ceeneitabiiicitecnied 32,692 86-1] 13-89 


Imports from India in each case fell presumably because of 
the high prices prevailing in India, and the export prohibi- 
tions in force in that country. 








CANADA. 
COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY IN DECEMBER. 


(From the Office of H.M,. Trade Commissioner.) 
YORONTO. 

Manutacturing activity in Ontario, while’ generally 
thought to be slowing down in some degree, is being main- 
tained in some cases. Some light on industrial conditions 
is gathered from reports to the Imperial Bank, received 
from different parts of the Province of Ontario. At Wood- 
stock the furniture and piano factories are running on part 
time, the wagon factories full time. Labour conditions are 
not bad, and there are few out of work. At Brantford 
manufacturers continue fairly active. Some factorics are 
shortening hours, but agricultural conditions are good. 
Merchants in St. Catharines claim to have record sales, but 
the price of ready-made clothing is considerably reduced. 
Manufacturing shows some further signs of slowing up at 
Thorold, but not to any great extent. Two or three of the 
pulp and paper mills have been laying off men, but these 
are mostly the ‘‘extra hands,”’ and not much unemployment 
is expected there this winter. Manufacturers are fairly 
busy in some lines at Walkerville, but very dull in others, 
and unemployment is on the increase. Conditions are less 
busy at Sault Ste. Marie, as 700 employees of the Algoma 
Steel Corporation have been released. Manufacturers 
generally continue fully emploved at Niagara Falls. <A 
tendency amongst farmers to hold their products is reported 
from different parts of the Province, and a banker in West 
York states that he does not think more thar 20 per cent. 
of the grain in that vicinity has been marketed. 

Along the Essex frontier of Ontario the motor-car industry 
dominates the manufacturing field, and the depression of the 
last few weeks has probably been felt to a greater degree 
there than elsewhere. After operating on a reduced schedule, 
the Canadian subsidiary plants of General Motors Corpora- 
tion have suspended operations. Officers of the company 
estimated that the stoppage of production would last about 
thirty days. The Ford Motor Company of Canada have set 
the example by operating at 50 per cent. of capacity, em- 
ploying about 3,000 men for four days a week. In other 
lines the rate of production is below normal on the whole. 
Building operations have fallen off, as elsewhere, but the out- 
look is good for the spring. In Amherstburg, for instance, 
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a large addition is being made to the plant of Brunner Mond 
(Canada), Limited, and the housing construction programme 
for next spring is of large proportions. About 800 men have 
been sent to lumber camps and mines during the last two 
months, and hundreds of others have left the border towns 
seeking employment elsewhere. A tew have been placed on 
farms. The working forces of border town industries have 
been reduced by rather more than 2,000 in recent weeks, but 
business executives believed the tide would turn early in the 
New Year. 
Business: WHOLESALE AND RETAIL. 


It is reported that buyers are scarce in the wholesale 
districts, which fact permits stocktaking, and such orders 
that are placed with merchants go out in small sorting-up 
parcels. Retailers appear to be more willing now to accept 
narrower margins of profit, as they find this necessary for 
the maintenance of volume. The millinery trade has waned 
perceptibly of late, owing, it is said, to unseasonable 
weather, for the price question does not enter into this line 
to the same extent as in other trades. Laces and em- 


‘broideries are in fair demand with values descending a little. 


Drugs and sundries sell in diminished quantities, although 
no serious falling off is reported. Orders recently granted 
by the Hydro Commission enabled a few plants in the 
Province to afford employment to electrical and cement 
workers. There is a slight easing off in business for general 
stationers, but office suppliers are busily engaged after a 
period of inactivity. Book publishers report trade somewhat 
below last year. Jewellers share with fancy goods houses 
in a satisfactory holiday trade. 

Irom Western Ontario there recently came reports that 
large automobile plants contemplate increased activity 
shortly, but confirmation was lacking. A local shipbuilding 
plant, recently taken over by an outside firm, have contracts 
to complete which will employ several hundred men for a 
time. The metal trades feel the need of stimulation. Nails, 
which a short time ago could not be made fast enough, scem 
to be in disuse just now. Lumber moves very slowly, but 
authorities are inclined to the belief that supplies for spring 
are not over-abundant. Heavy rains in the north country 
are expected to aid in keeping mining operations going, 
where closing down was imminent from water shortage and 
consequent lack of power. 


Errect oF Removat oF Luxury Tax. 


Reports from all over the Province of Ontario indicate 
that the removal of the luxury tax has had a most stimulat- 
ing effect on business generally, and that it will be a great 
incentive to employment. 

“The whole retail business has been revolutionised by its 
withdrawal,’’ said the Secretary of the Retail Merchants’ 
Association in an interview. ‘‘From all sections of the 
country and in all lines of retail trade merchants have 
reported almost phenomenal sales and the clearance of a 
large number of lines which would otherwise have been 
carried over. This has enabled them to reduce their stocks, 
so that in the New Year they will be in the market for the 
repletion of certain lines, which will give a stimulus to 
manufactures, and in itself will have a beneficial effect, so 
far as the unemployment situation is concerned. 

“Qne particularly noticeable feature among the _ pur- 
chases made by returned soldiers and their relatives was 
that none of the gifts or toys to be placed in stockings were 
branded ‘Made in Germany,’ although a considerable number 
of German goods were exposed on the Christmas market. 

‘Merchants generally view with optimism the business 
outlook in the New Year, provided, however, that the 
Government, as a substitute for the luxury tax, will not 
make any further imposition which would hamper the retail 
trade as did the operation of the luxury tax.”’ 


INCREASED Imports FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


An increase of approximately 464,000,000 dols in the total 
trade of Canada for the twelve months ending 30th November, 
1920, as compared with the preceding twelve-month period, 
is shown by the monthly summary prepared and issued by 
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. The feature of the 
summary is the great increase in the total value of goods 
imported into Canada, viz., to approximately 1,345,000,000 
dols., as compared with 920,000,000 dols. in 1919, or an 
increase of 425,000,000 dols. 

The Dominion is increasing its importation from the 
United Kingdom with great rapidity. In the period under 
review imports from the United Kingdom reached a value 
of 228,925,844 dols., as compared with 84,638,900 dols. in the 
previous twelve months. 

Importation from the United States showed no sign of 
decreasing. During the twelve months imports from that 
country amounted in value to 927,664,711 dols., as compared 
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with 725,968,653 dols. in 1919. The value of imports from 
Cuba jumped from 10,000,000 dols. in the preceding twelve 
months to 34,000,000 dols. in the period ended 30th 
November, 1920. 

The value of Canadian produce exported to the United 
Kingdom in the twelve months ending 30th November was 
approximately 160,000,000 dols. less than in the preceding 
twelve months, at 352,083,388 dols., against 514,012,960 
dols. respectively. 





EUROPE. 


FRANCE. 


COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL SITUATION 
AT MARSEILLES. 
(From H.M. Consul-General.) 
MARSEILLES. 

The general situation in Marseilles at present is far from 
brilliant. During the first five months of 1920 business was 
active, and in most trades and industries large profits were 
made, but since May there has been a general falling-off, 
with dropping prices, and the few revivals of business have 
been short-lived. As stocks of most classes of produce which 
were not under Government control were, on the whole, suffi- 
cient for normal consumption, the demand since May has 
been of a hand-to-mouth character, and .each successive fall 
in prices has tended to make buyers more and more reserved 
in embarking on forward contracts. 

The feeling gains ground that, with prices at more reason- 
able levels, and with a fair proportion of the high-priced 
stocks liquidated, there is a probability of more active 
business early in the present year, if only it can be confidently 
assumed that the bottom has been reached. 


O1r-Seep TRAnE. 

It is not safe to generalise, but at least as regards the raw 
materials of the principal local industries (namely vegetable 
oil and soap making), Marseilles on the whole bought more 
cautiously than many other markets before the fall took 
place, and consequently the amount lost has been limited. 
Losses have no doubt been incurred in these trades, but, 
though the present phase is dull and unprofitable, they are 
strong enough to come through with their vitality not 
seriously impaired, provided always that the worst has been 
reached. 

Except for ground nuts the present stock of oil seeds in 
Marseilles is very small. In this connection it may be 
mentioned that since the beginning of the year 1920, Straits 
copra has fallen from about frs. 315 to frs. 265, while Coro- 
mandel ground nuts have fallen from about frs. 225 to 
frs. 115. . 

The recent strike of oil and soap workers, coming when it 
did, had little effect on those industries, as in many cases it 
simply avoided the necessity on the part of employers of 
dismissing workmen who were no longer required, and only 
a small proportion were taken back when the strike came to 
an end. The present production of soap is probably not 
more than one-third of the capacity of the works. 

Apart from palm oil, the import of raw material for soap 
making has been small during the past year. 

Some extensions of the oil-crushing industries are either 
actually in progress or in contemplation, and a certain 
amount of renewal of plant has been carried out, but the 
high cost of building and of machinery has, of course, stood 
in the way of any considerable development. 

Thanks to the prohibition of the export of palm kernels 
from French West African Colonies to countries other than 
France, Marseilles has received good supplies of this article 
at a price usually under that which could have been obtained 
in Liverpool, and thus has been able to do with less copra, 
the bulk of which comes from the Straits Settlements. Con- 
siderable quantities have arrived from East Africa, but have 
been difficult to dispose of, owing to the oil from them not 
being suitable for making vegetable butter, the demand for 
which has been the mainstay of the copra market of late. 
owing to the poor demand for soap-making oils. A feature of 
the oil-seed market has been the falling off in imports of 
sesame seed, particularly from China, while practically no 
ground nuts have come from that quarter. 


Generat Import TRADE. 

In respect of certain spices and drugs Marseilles has not 
come out so well. Tor instance, there are in round figures 
32,000 packages of pepper in ‘‘Entrepot Reel,’’? as compared 
with less than 20,000 at the beginning of 1920, and 220,000 
packages of coffee, as against 185,000. It may be mentioned 
here that the importation of pepper, except from French 
Possessions. has now been prohibited, which no doubt 
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accounts for the fact that the present quotations for ‘‘Singa- 
pore Black’’ on the spot is frs. 175 per 50 kilos, whereas it 
could be bought in London at not more than frs. 120. 

The importation of potato starch and dried vegetables 
from Japan, which assumed considerable dimensions during 
the war, show a great falling off, the explanation of this 
being the satisfactory one that French production is now 
again nearly equal to consumption. Though many firms— 
even those of the highest standing—are finding themselves 
at least temporarily embarrassed, Marseilles is passing 
through an extremely difficult time with less inconvenience 
than might have been expected, and one seems justified in 
anticipating that local trade and industry will develop in a 
satisfactory manner, when world conditions, and more par- 
ticularly those in the Near East and in the countries 
contiguous to the Black Sea, become more settled. 

Port IMPROVEMENTS. 

The advantages of the geographical position of Marseilles 
will be enhanced by the improvement and enlargement of 
the port, and by the eventual carrying out of the ambitious 
scheme tor linking Marseilles with a navigable Rhone, thus 
providing a direct waterway to the interior and Switzerland. 

Tanks for the storage of mineral oil in bulk, with the 
necessary installations for the discharge of tank steamers 
and the supply of liquid fuel to oil-burning vessels, are now 
under construction and should very shortly be available. 


Prorosep CoMMODITY EXCHANGE. 


The question of a Bourse de Commerce Reglementee or 
Official Market for Marseilles, whereby prices and trans- 
actions would be officially recorded, as in other great com- 
mercial centres, has recently been raised. If this idea is 
carried out, it will te a great boon to Marseilles, not only 
on account of the advantages that would thus accrue to both 
importers and consumers, but also because it would improve 
the standing of this market, more particularly in the eyes 
of foreign firms through the increased facilities which it 
would afford for dealing and the greater assurance of due 
fulfilment of contracts. Another advantage which such an 
institution would confer on the market would be that trans- 
actions made under its rules would not be subject to the 
French tax of one and one-tenth per cent. on turnover. 

SHIPPING. 

Shipping is at present very slack at Marseilles, chiefly on 
account of the attitude of both importers and exporters, who 
are holding aloof because of the unsettled state of the 
markets. Fixtures for Marseilles have been rare, and beyond 
coal charters practically nothing is being done. Oil seeds, 
instead of arriving in full cargoes, are being brought in by 
the liners in relatively small parcels at a time. After all, it 
is clear that the movement in shipping is governed wholly 
by the demands of industry, and if importers hold off, a 
slump such as Marseilles is suffering from at the present 
moment, is inevitable. 

This is the more to be deplored, inasmuch as conditions 
on the quayside are practically as in pre-war times, and such 
work as there is is being carried out by the men under very 
satisfactory conditions, and as work is scarce, good despatch 
is obtained, for the workers are only too pleased to earn 
overtime wages. 

With regard to the future, the general opinion seems to 
be that a reaction cannot be far off, as stocks are being 
seriously depleted, and manufacturers will shortly be com- 
pelled to replenish them if their mills and works are to be 
kept going. A factor which hampers importation is 
Government control on wheat, etc., and it is held that if 
only liberty of action were restored in respect to these com- 
modities, the larger firms would lose no time in importing 
heavy consignments from North and South America—the 
Black Sea trade being, of course, at present closed for all 
practical purposes. 

As regards freights, the cautious attitude of buyers, who 
are holding off in the expectation of a further drop in prices, 
has had the natural effect of weakening rates, and it is con- 
fidently expected that they will fall even lower under this 
influence. 





CRISIS IN THE GLASS TRADE. 
(From the Commercial Secretary to H.M Embassy.) 
Paris. 
It is stated in the press that the crisis in the glass industry 
is particularly severe in respect of the manufacture of glass 
bottles. The crisis, which began in August last, has become 
considerably worse, and a number of glass works are likely 
to close down. It appears that the present situation is due 
to the scarcity of orders, which is in part the result of the 
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difficulties experienced by manufacturers of scents owing 
to the increased duties on alcohol. Moreover, French glass 
manufacturers are meeting with severe competition from 
German and Czecho-Slovak firms. These houses are able to 
export large quantities of bottles to France on account of 
the inadequate protection granted by the present Customs 
tariff, which, in this respect, is identical with that in force 
before the war. In order to remedy the present situation 
the Syndicat des Verriers a Bouteilles de France has appealed 
to the Minister of Commerce and to the Commission des 
Douanes to raise the duties on glass bottles. The manufac- 
turers have also asked that the price of coal used in their 
industry should be reduced. A similar concession has been 
granted to the manufacturers of window glass, who have 
obtained from the Minister of Public Works his consent to 
an average charge of 104-50 francs per ton. The Société des 
Verreries & Bouteilles du Nord, who have reduced their sell- 
ing prices by 40 per cent., have lately informed their work- 
men that on account of the present situation they may have 
to close their works. 

It is also announced that, as a result of the competi- 
tion of glass manufactured in Germany, Austria and 
Czecho-Slovakia, two of the four glass works at Bordeaux 
have closed down and the other two are about to follow their 
example. Bottles made in Czecho-Slovakia are sold at 
Bordeaux 25 centimes cheaper than those manufactured in 
that town. At a meeting of the Conseil Général of the 
Gironde, which was held to consider the situation, the work- 
men employed in glass works asserted that they could make 
bottles at a price which would defy any foreign competition. 
The Council, however, passed a resolution recommending 
that, in view of the present economie crisis resulting from 
the unemployment of industrial and agricultural labourers, 
all national products should be protected against foreign 
competition by all the means at the disposal of the 
Government. 





SWITZERLAND. 


UTILISATION OF HYDRO-ELECTRIC POWER. 
(From the Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation.) 


BERNE. 

There are now in operation in Switzerland 16 power 
stations which produce a minimum of 20,000 horse power. 
The Léntsch Works (Glaris), recently enlarged, is the 
greatest power producer, but owing to the irregularity or 
excessive diminution of water pressure at certain times its 
production is stayed considerably for some months in the 
vear. It is equipped for an output of 66,000 horse power. 

The control exercised by the State is inconsiderable, and 
there has been no unity of direction in the consideration of 
water-power schemes, which have been taken in hand by the 
railways, by cantons, towns, or industrial groups (or by 
combinations of one or more of these). 

The following official summary of the available and utilised 
water power in Switzerland, as registered up to 31st 
December, 1919, may be of interest :— 

Horse power 
net of 
15 hours. Percentage. 





Total of available water power 
ROTUNERUIREG — ooncovccescceseoseessce 4,000,000 100-0 
Power utilised up to Ist January, 


1914, approximately ...............- 500,000 12-5 
Additional water power utilised 

as from Ist January, 1914, to 

31st December, 1919, approx. 220,000 55 


Water power still available as 

from Ist January, 1920 ........... 3,280,000 82-0 

According to these figures only 18 per cent. of Swiss 
potentialities in this sphere had been realised up to the close 
of 1919. Since the commencement of 1920 the increased 
power obtained represents, perhaps, another 2 per cent., 
so that there remains approximately 80 per cent. of Swiss 
water-power capacity to be turned to account. 





TURKEY. 


TRADE AND FINANCE IN DECEMBER 
QUARTER, 1920. 


(From the Commercial Secretary to the British 
High Commission.) 


CoNSTANTINOPLE. 


During the last quarter of 1920 trade of every nature in 
Turkey came practically to a standstill. In the early autumn 
there were large stocks of all types of goods stored in the 
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Customs Houses and numerous other depéts in Constanti- 
nople. These, for the most part, were ordered in the early 
half of the year, kLefore the closing down of the South 
Russian and Anatolian markets, and also before the consider- 
able fall in prices on United Kingdom markets. As a result 
of the present political situation, all commerce has come to 
an end with Anatolia, with the rare exception of certain 
adventurous caravans that succeed in getting through. A 
limited trade was recently taking place between the Crimea 
and Constantinople. Numerous firms possessed large stocks 
awaiting sale, both in Sevastopol and other towns in the 
neighbourhood, and still heavier stocks in Constantinople, 
which were intended for shipment to South Russia. Mer- 
chants, however, as early as September, were very chary of 
their dealings in this direction, and many of them suffered 
severe losses, which they have little hope of ever recouping. 

The congestion in the depots of the Custom-House, and 
also in private depots which were opened in the late spring, 
in order to compete with the heavy infiux of imports, is now, 
to a certain extent, relieved, as a portion of these goods did 
succeed in the summer in reaching South Russia, and, in 
addition, a certain amount of sales took place for Roumania 
and Bulgaria. Nevertheless, there still remain large stocks 
of non-luxury goods, which were originally intended for the 
Anatolian market and can find no sale here. These consist 
more especially of Manchester goods of the cheaper class, 
hardware, tea, cheap clothing, boots, certain chemicals, etc. 
The owners are endeavouring to get rid of them in retail 
lots even below invoiced prices as, owing to the reduction in 
prices in the United Kingdom, it pays them to regain 
at least some of their capital. The value of stocks at present 
in Constantinople is estimated at a minimum of £5,000,000, 
although other and reliable estimates place the figure as 
high as £12,000,000. 

There was during the last quarter a demand of sorts for 
United Kingdom manufactured luxury goods, such as 
superior class cloth, dress material, and articles of clothin 
suitable for the rich merchants of Constantinople. A oa 
also existed for some chemical specialities. At the same time 
several United Kingdom firms hold very large stocks in Con- 
stantinople of most types of chemicals, which they are quite 
unable to dispose of, even at cost price. 

Many of the banks, more especially those of foreign origin, 
have been seriously hit by this state of affairs. The Italian 
banks, above all, made large loans earlier in the year on 
goods of which the merchants now either cannot, or will not, 
take delivery. In these transactions they allowed a very 
small margin, and in consequence of the remarkable rise in 
the exchange value of sterling, the banks now stand liable 
to be heavy losers. The most noticeable feature in Constanti- 


- nople at the present day are sales in all the retail shops. 


This is partially caused by normal seasonal sales, but more 
especially by the fact of both retailers and _ wholesalers 
endeavouring to unload their stocks at any price in order 
to regain at least some of their capital. 

The financial situation, which has been approaching a 
crisis for a considerable period, appears now to be on the 
verge of a complete collapse. The Turkish public servants 
have for the most part received no salaries since October, 
and until the ratification of Peace with both Constantinople 
and the Interior, there seems little hope of an amelioration 
in their circumstances. 

In September sterling exchange stood at 420 piastres to 
the pound, and had risen gradually up to the beginning of 
December to 492 piastres. In this month the rise was most 
rapid, and in a few days over-topped 600 piastres to the 
pound sterling. The position at present is roughly as 
follows :— _ 

With the exception of the small amount of sterling, frane¢s. 
dollars, ete., entering this country for the payment of the 
Allied armies, navies, and High Commissions, there are 
practically no other means of obtaining sound foreign cur- 
rency. Exports havo almost entirely come to an end and 
consist only of a few thousand pounds’ worth of odd bales 
monthly, such as mohair, silk, ete. Owing, however, to 
arrivals of British coal at a very reduced price, it is hoped 
to export Turkish coal at a profit, the export prohibition 
having been removed. 

Constantinople itself is in a similar position to a beseiged 
city. It is fed almost entirely from outside sources, chiefly 
America. It is stated that for flour, sugar and tea alone a 
million pounds sterling is required monthly for feeding the 
population of the city. This sterling has to be procured 
somehow, and the position has now reached a state when 
sterling is almost non-existent, with the slight exception 
mentioned above. The result has been the recent serious 
depreciation of Turkish currency. The Allied High Com- 
missioners, together with a deputation from the different 


_banks of this city, have met to discuss this question and are 
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endeavouring to take all measures possible to prevent 
speculation and to stabilise the exchange. Among these 
measures are the following : — 

(1) The banks formally agree until further advice to make 
no new advance in Turkish pounds against deposits of foreign 
moneys. 

(2) The banks formally agree under the same condition 
that they will forbid all forward exchange operations, 
whether buying or selling, save for commercial operations 
made with a merchant who has to liquidate at the bank itself, 
which sells or buys for handing over the exchange to the 
merchant. 

(3) For all operations made by the intermediary of brokers 
the banks will insist that the name of the buyer shall be 
declared to them at the moment of the conclusion of the 
operations. 

(4) Advances repayable at a fixed date will not be renewed 
at their expiration. 

(5) From 20th December all loans will be called in, which 
by arrangement were to have a warning fixing the date of 
repayment. 

This action has had an effect on speculation and has kept 
the exchange fairly steady for a week or two, but at the same 
time these measures are thought to be only of purely 
temporary value, and unless Anatolia becomes open for 
export and import trade in the course of the next few weeks, 
the Turkish pound is bound rapidly to depreciate still fur- 
ther in value. 





ASIA. 


_ JAPAN. 
FOREIGN TRADE IN _ 1920. 


The foreign trade of Japan during December recorded 
very marked declines in both exports and imports. The 
exports for December amounted to only 67,873,000 yen as 
against 104,000,000 yen for November, which in turn was 
some 30,000,000 yen less than for October. The imports for 
December amounted to 81,683,000 yen as compared with 
about 107,000,000 yen each for November and October. These 
December figures bring the total exports of Japan for the 
year 1920 to 1,928,864,000 yen, and imports to 2,320,712,000 
yen, thus constituting an unfavourable balance of trade for 
the year amounting to 391,848,000 yen, which compares with 
an unfavourable balance during the year 1919 of 74,441,000 
yen, resulting from total exports of 2,098,873,000 yen, and 
imports of 2,173,314,000 yen for that year. 

Gold imports fer December amounted to 87,509,000 yen, 
as an offset to which the gold exports for the month 
amounted to 817,000 yen. The total gold imports for the 
year amounted to 393,911,000 yen, while gold exports during 
the year totalled 3,898,000 yen, which leaves net gold imports 
during the year about equal to the unfavourable balance of 
trade. 

The foreign trade of Japan by months for the past year, 
compared with the corresponding figures for the year 1919, 
are given in the table below. A comparison of the foreign 
trade for the last quarters of each year is particularly 
interesting. During the last quarter of 1920 exports 
amounted to 305,678,000 yen and imports to 296,398,000 
yen, producing a favourable balance of trade for the quarter 
of 9,280,000 yen, while for the corresponding quarter of 1919 
exports equalled 721,279,000 yen, and imports 588,225,000 
yen, resulting in a favourable balance for that quarter of 
133,054,000 yen. The totals for the year vary slightly from 
the sums of the figures for the month on account of minor 
revisions of the statistics. 























Month. Exports. Imports. 

1919. 1920. 1919. 1920. 

Yen. Yen. Yen. Yen. 
January 117,862,000 176,348,000 138,677,000 204,768,000 
February 125,620,000 174,288,000 170,543,000 270,643,000 
March 133,705,000 193,570,000 169,919,000 329,028,000 
~ ng j 142,188,000 217,457,000 208,004,000 296,832,000 
P20 156,887,000 193,363,000 185,008,000 295,950,000 
June .. 151,158,000 183,810,000 176,220,000 220,184,000 
July .. 181,299,000 154,318,000 144,567,000 157,134,000 
August - 196,223,000 175,061,000 194,677,000 123,198 000 
September .. 172,661,000 154,354,000 196,620,000 117,601,000 
October - 225,683,000 133,812,000 179,970,000 107,757,000 
November .. 218,614,000 103,963,000 183,301,000 106,958,000 
December 276,982,000 67,873,000 225,134,000 81,683,000 
Total 2,098,873,000 1,928,864,000 2,173,314,000  2,320,712,000 


—— 
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Finance and Banking. 


SWITZERLAND. 


THE BANKING POSITION. 
(From the Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation.) 
BERNE. 


The export trade of Switzerland, on which she so largely 
depends for her prosperity, has been very dull since about 
July last, and Swiss banks, like those in other countries, 
have reduced credits drastically, as a matter of more or less 
concerted policy. This action may be quite properly 
ascribed to warranted caution in anticipation of falling 
prices, or of other economic happenings which might result 
in undue demands at an untoward conjuncture, and not to 
any shortage of liquid assets hampering their freedom. 

Swiss banks have also suffered for some time, through the 
collapse of the exchanges, as regards their holdings of all 
sorts in Germany, Austria, and elsewhere. | 


Swiss BANKS AND THE War. 


Swiss banks had considerable investments and various 
commitments in Germany or Austria prior to the war, and 
to a less extent in Italy, the Balkans, and Russia, whether 
in the shape of bonds of German mortgage credit institu- 
tions, industrial mortgages, long and _ short-term loans. 
credits for purchases (e.g., for raw silk) in Switzerland, and 
so forth; but for quite four years past such commitments 
have been very rarely undertaken by the banks of any im- 
portance for German, Austrian or other account. Holdings 
still ranking (very many for amounts far inferior to the 
initial amounts) mostly go back to dates before the war and 
to 1914 and 1915. The majority of Swiss banks, moreover, 
reaped rich harvests during the war, from which they made 
large provision against war contingencies, accumulated con- 
siderable secret reserves, and have had time to write down 
gradually doubtful accounts. Moreover, commitments which 
were large in pre-war perspective have not the same relative 
importance when expressed in the currency values of 1920; 
the share capital of many banks has been increased; their 
deposits in currency have also expanded considerably, and 
any previous foreign liabilities have assumed therefore a 
reduced relative importance towards the whole volume of 
assets. Over a year ago it was stated, on the best possible 
authority, that Swiss bankers had not the slightest anxiety 
about any currency commitments, as any that had been 
incurred were being gradually, or could be readily, liquidated. 


DeEaLINGs IN ExcuHaNnce: Errect oF PRIVATE 
SPECULATION. 

This opinion was conveyed to the Swiss Government by 

the bankers themselves in December, 1919, when the Govern- 
ment was contemplating the introduction of the Order 
(actually promulgated on 26th December, 1919), which per- 
mitted Swiss companies to enter in their balance sheets for 
1919 foreign holdings at cost of purchase and to establish a 
sinking fund for differences to be made good over a period 
of 20 years. None of the Swiss banks of even minor import- 
ance (as distinguished from holding companies with the title 
of bank) would appear to have availed themselves of this 
ower. 
But although Swiss banks themselves were wary, Swiss 
and other individuals of other nationality in Switzerland 
were not, and these dabbled very heavily in exchange opera- 
tions. Such individuals, and very numerous they were, 
compromised themselves, and many have had since to unload 
as best they could, losing heavily in the process. This 
phenomenon affected the banks mainly in that it reduced 
the volume of Swiss francs available for deposit and for 
subsequent loan for internal purposes, and tended towards 
increasing the stringency of the Swiss money market. 

The main difficulties which confront Swiss banks are not 
due, as has been stated, to German and Austrian commit- 
ments and to transactions in German marks, but to the 
transactions of the Swiss and others in Switzerland in 
foreign securities and currencies, which have reduced the 
volume of Swiss francs available in the normal course for 
deposit; to the dullness of foreign trade, which has forced 
many banks to tie up their funds to a considerable extent in 
Lombard credits (i.e., advances on goods); to the heavy 
credit demands from Governmental (including municipal) 
authorities and industrial and commercial undertakings, for 
working expenses, arising out of the depreciated value of 
currency, and to the slackness of the tourist industry, which 
brought considerable returns to so many others as well as to 
hotel keepers. But, after all has been said regarding Swiss 
banks, the general conclusion is that their position as a 
whole is quite sound. 
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Shipping. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 
CASUALTY RETURNS, 1920. 


The Liverpool Underwriters’ Association has issued the 
following summary giving the number and total gross ton- 
nage of vessels lost posted in the Loss Book during the month 
of December in the undermentioned years : — 




















Gross 
1920. Number. Tonnage. 
—_ i ] 510 
British ee ee \ Steam ape Pe 5 10,769 
Poreign.............:...f GOtl -..0-.0000000-. it) 14,848 
\ Steam ............ 14 57.620 
35 83,747 
Gross 
1919. - Number. Tonnage. 
-” a 2 1,400 
IR 2 wsrcnnnarcinn Steam ............. 9 23,969 
Foreign ee f Sail $6680O66NS0e 608% 5 6,650 
\ Steam ............ 15 26,780 
31 58,799 
Gross 
1918. =n Number. Tonnage. 
aioe DE. - tt¢nettebendunen — — 
British....... .......... \ ae 7 30,302 
Foreign................. } Sail ialietenaedted® 5 5,547 
1 Steam = ............ 14 32,587 
26 68,436 





The Association has also issued the following summary of 
the number and total gross tonnage of vessels lost during 
the undermentioned years : — 




















Gross 
1920. Number. Tonnage. 
7 I 8 teeth tan g 8 377 
British.................. I 6 ci icatenss 49 126,767 
Foreign................. NUE | kcidhsSicunsiwigieiss 67 81,478 
: \ Steam ............ 153 350,746 
Grand totals 277 567 368 
Gross 
rgb. | _ Number. Tonnage. 
= BE apynennicsesacen 12 12,738 
British.................. | Steam _............ oF 154,603 
Foreigr.............. OS Geen cienee 47 55,196 
. \ Steam ............ 123 258,295 
Grand totals ... 239 480,831 
Gross 
1918. Number. Tonnage. 
- 2 ene 3 4,654 
British st eeeeeeeees DOE, wiiussicannnve 97 269 435 
F r - ne eee | Sail (cubueedseeeeers 50) 58,478 
— | Steam .........0-- 144 317,141 
Grand totals ... 294 649,708 
FRANCE. 
HARBOUR WORKS AT LA PALLICE. 


By a Decree of 29th December, 1920, the Chamber of Com- 
merce of Rochelle is authorised to raise a 50-year loan ‘of 
1.650,000 francs, and to deposit the amount with the State, 
for the purpose of the improvement of the harbour works at 
La Pallice. 





SYSTEM OF WAREHOUSING GOODS. 


A translation of the French text of a Memorandum 
respecting the system of warehousing goods in France has 
been forwarded to the Department of Overseas Trade by 
H.M. Consul at Brest. The Memorandum reports upon : — 

Entrepots—real and fictitious. 

Warehousing procedure. 

Magasins Generaux, their regulations and advantages, 
together with information as to warrants and legal 
statutes relative thereto, and copies of documents in 
use. 





. Cargo. 
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The information is available to appropriate trade interests 
upon application to the Department of Overseas Trade 


(Shipping and Transport Section), 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 2. | 





MEXICO. 


CONGESTION AT TAMPICO AND VERA CRUZ. 
(from H.M. Consul-General.) 


Mexico City. 

Congestion still continues at the ports of Tampico and 
Vera Cruz, owing largely to labour troubles. Although the 
stevedores have resumed work, it will take some time before 
the congestion is relieved. 

At Tampico there are still many thousand tons of freight 
lying scattered at the Custom-House Wharf and the private 
terminals of the oil companies, and it is only recently that 
any appreciable cffort has been made to clear up and get 
freight moving. Steamers which formerly figured on dis- 
charging 400 tons per day have been lucky to despatch 150 
tons, and in some cases considerably less, and many are 
lying in port for a month instead of a week. 

British shipping companies are aware of the situation, 
but it is considered that British manufacturers and mer- 
chants catering for this market might be involved in losses 
and disappointments if thev are not fully informed of the 
situation on this side. 








PORT FACILITIES AND CHARGES, 
SHIPPING SERVICES AND | 
AGENCIES, ETC. 


AUSTRIA. 

H.M. Consul at Vienna has forwarded a copy of the 
‘‘Bundesgesetzblatt’’? of 27th November, 1920, containing a 
Decree relative to the increase by 50 per cent. of the tariff 
units on the State Railways fixed in points 1, 2, and 3 of the 
Decree of 24th September, 1920. Copies of these Decrees 
(in German) are available for consultation. 


EGYPT. 

An extract from the Egyptian ‘‘Journal Official’? of 22nd 
November, 1920, giving the text of an Order of the Ports 
and Lighthouses Administration concerning licensing and 
discipline of sea pilots in the port of Alexandria, has been 
forwarded by H.M. Consul-General at Alexandria. 


FINLAND. 

H.M. Consul at Helsingfors has forwarded a report on 
shipping and transport in Finland covering such matters 
as steamship services from Finland to overseas ports, 
proposed new legislation regarding merchant vessels, their 
measurement, survey, and seaworthiness, proposed 1ce- 
breaker charges, laws relating to losses caused by collision 
and remuneration for salvage, and names of shipping, for- 
warding and Customs agents at the principal Finnish ports. 
It is also stated that a Bill relating to free ports and free 
areas is in course of preparation. 


FORMOSA. 

Information has been received from H.M. Consul at 
Tamsui giving tables of steamship services, ports of call, 
steamship and forwarding agents, freight rates, etc., at 
Formosan ports. A report upon Formosan coal resources 18 
also to hand from the same source, with particulars of the 
cost of coal and agents and storage facilities; while other 
particulars include details of landing, cranage, wharfage, 
porterage, warehousing, and carting charges at Keelung 
and Takow. 

It is noted that (1) the United States Shipping Board 
steamers call in the tea season at Formosa fairly frequently ; 
(2) there are no oil-fuel stations; (3) no coal supplies are 
obtainable at Takow; (4) storage facilities for coal at 
Keelung are at present inadequate; (5) there are no aerial 
services at present; (6) the Department of Communications 
maintains a wireless station at Keelung. 


FRANCE. 
The “Journal Officiel’”? of 10th November published a 
Decree, dated 8th November, revising port dues and taxes 
on vessels and passengers at the port of Calais. 


FRENCH SOMALILAND COAST 
PROTECTORATE. 

Information has been received from the British Legation 
at Adis Ababa, relative to Djibouti-Aden steamship services, 
agents, freight and fare rates and charges against ship and 
| Among other and detailed information are observa- 
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SHIPPING—-continued. 





tions upon Djibouti as a ‘‘Free Port,’’ the organisation of 
its Customs and its railway communications, together with 
the Police Regulations affecting the port. 

GERMANY. 

The Department has received from H.M. Vice-Consul at 
Memel particulars of local steamship services, port facilities, 
factories, saw mills, pilotage, clearance, discharging, fresh- 
water and landing charges, porterage, cartage, and ware- 
housing at that port. 

PORTUGUESE INDIA. 

H.M. Consul for Goa has notified the Department that 
owing to the increased cost of labour and other working 
expenses, 1t is proposed to increase the wharf dues at 
Mormugao. It is also understood that the stevedoring rate 
of 4 annas per ton for loading and discharging cargo at 
Mormugao Harbour has been raised to a limit not exceeding 
6 annas per ton deadweight. 

A copy of the proposed dues may be obtained upon appli- 
. cation to the Department of Overseas Trade. 


SPAIN. 

The Department have been notified by H.M. Consul at 
Malaga that pilotage dues have been raised at Puerto de 
Mazarron. The increase applies chiefly to the pilotage on 
steamers loading down the coast and having to come round 
to the port for refuge during stress of weather, for which no 
charge was formerly made, whereas now they have to pay 
pilotage and mooring charges each time they have to come 
round. This makes a great difference, as for instance, a 
steamer which was loading lately in this bay and which had 
to come to this port during a gale, had to pay 335 pesetas, 
whereas formerly these dues were 142-50 pesetas. The revised 
tariff may be consulted at the Department by those 


interested. 
SWEDEN. 

H.M. Consul-General at Gothenburg has forwarded a 
report on the free warehouse and free karbour at that port, 
the completion of which has been delayed by a building 
strike, but which is now expected to be finished by January, 
1922. Information regarding the facilities available and the 
tariff for using the free warehouse is filed at the Department 
and is available for inspection. 


TUNIS. 

The ‘‘Journal Officiel Tunisien’’ of 23rd October, 1920, 
published a Decree, dated 16th October, modifying the tariffs 
of the port of Bizerta approved by Decree of 25th August, 
1906. The modifications are classified under: (1) Obligatory 
Taxes and (2) Optional Taxes. The revised tariffs were 
to come into force on 1st November. 


VIENEZUELA. 


H.M. Vice-Consul at Caracas has reported upon shipping 
and transport. Among other items of interest are a table 
of steamship services to all ports, together with observations 
thereon ; freight tariffs, a list of shipping, forwarding, and 
Customs agents; subsidy arrangements, information upon 
coal and oil fuel facilities and costs, harbour and cranage 
accommodation; charges against ship and cargo; and 
information as to railway, road and aerial communications. 
It is understood that there is a possibility of the creation 
of a free port in Venezuela, that the United Kingdom is far 
behind other countries in the supply of shipping services, and 
that a certain named American service, subsidised by the 
United States Government, carries away the greater part of 
Venezuela’s produce. 

[Note.—Any of the particulars referred to above may be 
consulted by firms of British origin, capital and control, at 
the Department of Overseas Trade (Shipping and Transport 
Section). 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2.] 
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Minerals and Metals. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
INCREASED EXPORTS OF MANGANESE ORE. 


A statement issued by the Department of Statistics, India, 
shows that the exports of manganese ore from British India 
during the six months ended 30th September, 1920, totalled 
342,233 tons, as compared with 141,280 tons in the correspond- 
ing period of 1919. The destinations of these exports, with 
their corresponding values, were as follows: — 

















1919. 1920. 

Tons. Rs. Tons. Rs. 
United Kingdom 83,577 15,42,681 174,631 35,65,718 
NS sicsisiceasatiiea divas 33,200 6,04,725 72,679 16,94,423 
BE > siststhdciininaiaaaiatin 16,450 2,92,125 24,973 5,56,742 
I -<iitiuhinitaiaudiatinns 2,250 52,500 7,500 2,10,125 

SI. Suthiseenisananinncens BOW) 9,000 ~- _ 
United States ......... 5,500 90,000 60,350 14,21,688 
Other countries ...... 3 144 2,100 51,000 
_ reer 141,280 25,91,175 342,233 74,99,696 














AUSTRALIA. 


PROPOSED ALKALI INDUSTRY FOR SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA. 


A Committee of the Advisory Council of Science and 
Industry of South Australia has given its attention te the 
question of salt production, with a view to the manufacture 
of alkalies, and the general extension of the salt industry 
in South Australia. 

There are approximately 14,000 acres leased for natural 
salt working in this State, and in 1918 the production of 
salt was 88,519 tons, and over a period of ten years, 630,484 
tons. The consumption of the Commonwealth is about 90,000 
tons per annum, 

The value of the imports of alkalies into the Commonwealth 
and South Australia for the years 1913 and 1917 are as 





follows : — 
Alkalies and Salt. 
1913. 1917. 
£ £ 
Commonwealth _..... 136,189 200,273 
South Australia 13,109 22,302 
Alkalies. 
1913. 1917. 
£ £ 
Commonwealth 125,821 190,342 
South Australia 12,480 22,010 


The position for an alkali works is regulated chiefly by the 
conditions that a plentiful supply of raw materials must be 
available in the vicinity, and that facilities for transport 
must exist. In other words, tho points to be considered are 
mainly raw materials and freights. 

Large quantities of salt are obtained by the evaporation 
of sea water, and in sunny climates solar heat is used to 
evaporate sea water. Thus in the Mediterranean, which 
contains about 3 per cent. NaCl, over 200,000 tons of salt 
are obtained by evaporation annually. 

In this connection South Australia offers special induce- 
ments, as the total annual evaporation is 70 inches, and the 
marked differentiation between the summer and the winter 
rainfall gives long periods of dry weather, during which the 
work of recovery can proceed with little danger of interrup- 
tion. 

In 1896 the world’s production of salt was over 13,000,000 
tons, and this has probably increased of late. Salt is the 
basis of many of the world’s industries. 

Experienced witnesses stated before the Committee that 
only a proportion of South Australia’s available salt is used 
every year, and owing to the present system of recovery, 
thousands of tons of salt each year remain unrecovered. 

The question of pumping brine to the sea board has 
received consideration by the Committee, though the ques- 
tion of costs has not been dealt with. The pumping of the 
brine would save carting long distances, as well as the 
scraping, and would not, of course, be so dependent on 
climatic conditions, and therefore could be continuous over 
a longer period of the vear. This alteration of the system 
would involve considerable capital outlay on pumping plant, 
storage tanks, and evaporators. For the purpose of pumping 
brine from the lakes, the whole control of a lake would need 
to be in the hands of one company. This is not the case at 
present. 

Apart from the production of salt from the lakes, there is 
ample scope for a considerable extension of South Australia’s 
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present production by solar evaporation of sea water. An 
abundant supply of sodium chloride, preferably as fully 
saturated brine, is essential to the commercial success of the 
ammonia-soda process. 

Considering the value of the annual production, salt is 
the third largest mineral industry in South Australia, follow- 
ing copper and iron ore. Although in Australia no large 
deposit of rock salt, such as exists in Cheshire, has been dis- 
covered, it is considered not at all impossible that important 
alkali works may be profitably established in the Common- 
wealth, by means of scientific methods, without the artificial 
protection of tariff barriers. This being so. it will obviously 
be to the material advantage of the State that can offer the 
necessary inducements for the establishment of such a factory. 

The Committee is therefore of opinion :— 

1. That the Government should approach the Alkali 
Manufacture Committee with a view to ascertaining what 
inducements, if any, the Government can offer to insure the 
establishment of the alkali industry in the State; and 

2. That means be provided for an investigation into the 
possibility of improving the present practice in the harvest- 
ing and refining of salt. 

Since this report was adopted by the Council, the Standard 
Salt Company has established works at Edithburg. 





MOROCCO (Spanish Zone). 


MINING CONCESSIONS. 


H.M. Agent and Consul-General at Tangier has forwarded 
a translation of a Dahir published in the ‘‘Boletin Oficial’’ 
of the Spanish Zone, laying down certain procedure regard- 
ing mining concessions in that zone, applied for under the 
Mining Regulations of 20th January, 1914. 

The Dahir, as translated, may be consulted by those 
interested on application to the Enquiry Room, Department 
of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, Westminster, S.W.1. 





_— 
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Chemicals and Dyes. 





GERMANY. 


THE CHEMICAL AND DYE INDUSTRIES. 


Very little has been published during the past year con- 
cerning the German chemical industry in general and the 
German dye industry in particular. The German technical 
journals contain from time to time reports of certain new 
processes, but they ere only comprehensible to experts, and 
it is difficult for the layman to gauge their commercial 
bearing. The public utterances of men prominent in the 
industry, such as Geheimrat Duisberg of the firm of Bayer 
and Co., of Leverkusen, hardly serve to dispel the obscurity 
which surrounds these branches of German industry. They 
vary between complaints as to the shortage of coal, the high 
cost of raw material and labour, and boasts as to the con- 
tinued excellence of German products. 

While there can be no doubt that, except for those 
actually situated on the Rhine, the great chemical works 
in Western Germany are unfavourably situated for fuel, the 
Report on the ‘Industrial and Economic Situation in 
Germany, December, 1920,’ which has been prepared by 
H.M. Commercial Secretary at Cologne (Cmd. 1,114, price 
9d. net), states that they suffered much less from this dis- 
ability during 1920 than in 1919, and it is also certain that 
they have adapted themselves with their usual skill to exist- 
ing conditions, and in spite of all drawbacks are doing a very 
profitable business, even although they may not be running 
to the full extent of their capacity. 


FurtTHER CoMBINATIONS. 





As in so many other branches of German industry, the 
difficulties of the present situation have intensified the 
desire for further amalgamation in the chemical industry. 
This was manifested early in 1920 by a combine in Upper 
Silesia. The firms: Bismarckhiitte A. Borsig, Berg- und 
Hiittenverwaltung, Consolidierte Gleiwitzer Steinkohlen 
Grube, Griflich Schaffgotsch’sche Werke G.m.b.H., Katto- 
witzer A.G. fiir Bergbau und Eisenhiittenbetrieb, Ober- 
schlesische Eisen-Industrie A.G. fiir Bergbau-und Hiitten- 
betrieb, Oberschlesische Kokswerke und Chemische Fabriken 
A.G., combined under the title ‘“Chemische Werke Ober- 
schlesien G.m.b.H.,’? with the head office in Hindenburg 
and a branch in Berlin, in order to work up and exploit their 
total production of tar, benzol and ammonia. The Ober- 





CHEMICALS AND DYES—coniinued. 





schlesische Kokswerke at the same time acquired a majority 
of the shares of the Schlesische Kohlen-und Kokswerke in 
Gottesberg, which considerably added to its size. 


CoMBINE IN NITROGEN PRopUcTION. 


This has now been followed by the proposed consolidation 
and extension of the well-known German Dye Works Com- 
bine. This will mean the continuation of the combine until 
1999, which can only be dissolved by a_ four-fifths 
majority at a general meeting. It shows the great import- 
ance attached to nitrogen production that the proposal has 
at the same time been made for the combine to form a 
limited company with a capital of M.500,000,000, in order 


to take over the nitrogen production plants at Oppau and 


Merseburg. 
One of the reasons why these nitrogen plants are being 


formed into a separate company is that, owing to their ever-. 
increasing importance, they have become too unwieldy to be 


included as part of the Badische Anilin and Soda Fabrik. 
At the time that the combine among the great chemical! 


works took place, all the other factories contributed towards. 
the development of these nitrogen plants, while the loans. 


made by the State are gradually paid off. The formation 


of a new company will not lead to any alteration in the. 


running of the nitrogen works. 


Unfortunately, the very condensed form in which the- 


accounts are drawn up makes it impossible to obtain a clear 
insight into the position which Oppau and Merseburg 
occupied in the balance sheet of the Ludwigshafen firm. At 
the end of 1919 the land, buildings, apparatus, etc., of the 
nitrogen works were put down at M.447,330,000, compared 
with M.112,500,000 fully paid original shares, M.18,000,000 
fully-paid preference shares and M.592,620,000 advances 
made by the firms within the combine and other long-dated 
liabilities. In the meantime these figures have no doubt 
increased considerably owing to the further development of 
the works. 

Apart from the original capital of the company which is to 
be newly formed, which will be taken over by the firms in 
the chemical combine in the same proportion that they are 
entitled to shares in the profits, these tirms will also con- 
tinue to make considerable advances, chiefly owing to the 
fact that large amounts have to be locked up in stocks of 
nitrogen which accumulate during the periods when the 
demands of agriculture fall off. It is, therefore, probable 
that about the same sum as is represented by the original 
capital (M.500,000,000) will be advanced as a loan by the 
factories interested, and that up to the end of 1921, by 
which time their definite completion is expected, a further 
M.1,000,000,000 will have to be put into the nitrogen plants. 
The works within the combine will have to raise these sums 
between them, and the question, therefore, arises whether 
they will be able to do so out of existing funds or will be 
forced to go to the market for further means; the latter 
possibility must not be lost sight of. 


Dyes AND Export TRADE. 


There can be no doubt that the German Chemical Industry 
has survived the worst period after the war very well and 
has now consolidated. Conscious of its excellent organisa- 
tion and unique experience, it is now setting out to re- 
conquer its old markets. As far as the United Kingdom is 
concerned, the quantities give a fair indication of the power 
of production of the German factories. The latest figures 
available for dyes are as follows: — 


Imports into United Kingdom. 
August, 1920, 21,758 ewt. 
September, 1920, 23,557 ewt. 
Nine months to 30th September, 1920, 117,299 cwt. (valued 
at £4,641,174). 
December, 1920, 30,963 cwt. 
Total for year 1920, 196,772 ewt. (valued at £8,374,147). 
As far as can be ascertained, these figures refer mostly to 
finished dyes, practically all of which were imported from 
Germany. 
Import of Aniline and Naphthalene Dyestuffs from 
Germany into United Kingdom. 
1912, 261,049 ewt., valued at £1,316,084. 
1913, 258,629 ewt., valued at £1,382,478. 


Import of Alizarine and Anthracene Dyestuffs from 
Germany into Great Britain. 

1912, 60,299 ewt., valued at £261,022. 

1913, 60.315 ewt., valued at £271,119. 

A considerable export of German dyes and artificial 
manures to the United States of America is also reported. 
In June. 1920, artificial manures to the value of 600,000 dols. 
were exported from Germany to the United States of 
America. These were, however, potash salts. 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


» el 


AUSTRALIA. 


POSTPONED OPERATION OF CERTAIN 
CUSTOMS DUTIES. 


It is notified in a Circular [F.20/38] issued by the Common- 
wealth Department of Trade and Customs on 11th 
December, 1920, that the operation of certain Customs duties 
from lst January, 1921, as provided for in the Customs Tariff 
introduced on 25th March, 1920, has been further postponed. 

The following statement shows the dates on which the 
deferred duties come into operation, viz. :— 

















| Date to which 
| operation of re- 
| vised duties has 
Tariff’ Article. | been postponed. 
Item. | 
| 





. Iron and Steel— 
136D (2) Plate and Sheet (plain) ist January, 1922. 
F Hoop - - a 
Machines and Machinery— 
171 (A) Hay rakes (horse).. nm od - 
(C) Mowers - ee an on - Ast July, 1921. 
' (D) Metal parts of the above (not elsewhere [f | 
specified). . we ‘ sa on 
Drugs and Chemicals. . 
278 (A) Carbonate and bicarbonate of soda and soda | 
silicate .. we i re - ../lst January, 1922. 
388 Cordage, Metal, including cordage of metal with 
core of other material .. oe oe .. 1st January, 1922. 
Explosives— 
397 (D) Powder, sporting ; wads for cartridges (not else-; 
where specified) ; caps, percussion, cartridges, 
for military purposes; detonators ; cartridge, 
cases, empty, capped or uncapped; fuse’ 
cotton; mining fuses, electrical .. ..| ist January,1922. 
| 





j 








[NoTE.—The complete Schedule of the new Australian Customs Tariff was 
published as a Supplement to the “Board of Trade Journal ”’ of the 22nd April, 
1920.] 





EGYPT. 


PROHIBITED EXPORTS. 


The Egyptian ‘Journal Officiel” of 30th December, 1920, 
contains copy of a Notice issued by the War Trade Depart- 
ment (Import and Export Section), stating that, as from 
that date and until further notice, the exportation remains 
prohibited of all articles to Russia, and of the materials 
specified in the Schedule below to all destinations, except 
by persons acting by or under the authority of the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, or under an export licence from that 
Department. 

This Notice and the Schedule below are subject to modifi- 
cations at any time. 

Applications for licences should be addressed in duplicate 
to the Director, Import and Export Section, War Trade 
Department, Savoy Hotel, Cairo. 


ScHEDULE. 


Aircraft of all kinds, and their component parts, together 
with accessories and articles suitable for use in connection 
with aircraft. 

Aircraft engines and their component parts. 

Ammunition of all kinds and component parts and 
accessories thereof. 

Apparatus which can be used for the storage or projection 
of compressed or liquefied gases, flame, acids, or other 
destructive agents capable of use in warlike operations, and 
their component parts. 

Armour plates, armour quality castings, and similar pro- 
tectivo material. 

Armoured motor cars. 

Arms, ordnance, weapons, mines, missiles, and projectiles 
of all kinds suitable for use in war, mountings therefor, and 
component parts and accessories thereof. 

Cartridges, charges of all kinds, and their component 
parts, and tools, appurtenances, and accessories for filling 
and repairing rifle and shot-gun cartridges. 

Coal tar products and derivatives suitable for use in the 
manufacture of explosives. 

Explosives of all kinds. 

Firearms and their component parts. 

Implements and apparatus designed exclusively for the 
manufacture of munitions of war or for the manufacture or 
repair of arms or of war material for use on land or sea. 








CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—continued. 





The Supplement to the Egyptian ‘Journal Officiel’’ of 30th 
December, 1920, contains a Ministerial Decision, dated 30th 
December, 1920, which prohibits, as from that date, until 
further notice, the exportation or re-exportation from Egypt 
of the articles enumerated in the Schedule below, except 
under licence from the Controller-General of the Department 
of Supplies. 

Licences which were issued, however, before the publica- 
tion of the present Decision, are still valid. 

General licences may be cancelled by a notice published 
in the ‘Journal Officiel,””? and specific licences may be 
cancelled by notification to the holder by the Controller- 
General of the Department of Supplies. The latter is also 
authorised to determine the conditions applicable to the 
prohibition of the exportation of the articles specified below. 

SCHEDULE. 

_ Alcohol, raw; animals, living, for human consumption, 
including game and poultry (except quails); animals, pack, 
saddle, and harness; arachides; silver, in ingots, and specie, 
and all articles made of silver; biscuits; wood, for fuel, con- 
struction work, and carpentry ; butter, natural and artificial ; 
sugar cane; cereals of all kinds; fuel of all kinds, except 
kerosene and benzene; dates, except ‘‘Amri’’ dates; cereal 
waste of foodstuffs; the following drugs and chemical pro- 
ducts, viz., cocaine, its salts and derivatives; ‘‘coloquinte,”’ 
‘‘datura stramonium,”’ extract of hemp, henbane, morphine, 
and its salts and derivatives, opium and the alkaloids derived 
therefrom ; chemical fats; flour of all kinds; beans of all 
kinds; hay; patent fodder; cheese; edible fats; haricots of 
all kinds; ‘‘helba’”’ ; cotton oil and sesame oil; lentils; yeast ; 
macaroni; malt; molasses, and all preparations containing 
molasses; eggs, gold, in ingots and specie, and all articles 
made of gold; chaff; bread; sweet potatoes; paraffin, crude; 
peas of all kinds; chick peas; fish, fresh and preserved; 
potatoes ; rice; sesame; bran; sugar and confectionery, jams, 
preserves and other preparations containing sugar, except 
alcoholic beverages; ‘‘tibn’’; tomatoes; oil cakes, except 
cotton-seed cakes; meat, fresh and _ preserved, including 
game and poultry, but not quails, 


UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 


IMPORTATION OF SUGAR. 


Owing to the withdrawal of Belgium and Holland from 
the International Sugar Convention, all sugar manufactured 
in these countries will be subject to a surtax on importation 
into the Union of South Africa, unless accompanied by a 
certificate, signed by the proper authority, to the effect that 
no bounty has been given thereon in the country of produc- 
tion or of manufacture. 











FOREIGN. 


BALTIC PROVINCES—LATVIA, ° 


CUSTOMS DUTY ON FRENCH BEANS, AND 
EXPORT PRICES FOR TIMBER. 


The Latvian Consul in London notifies that French 
beans are now subject to a Customs duty of 2 per cent. ad. 
valorem on importation into Latvia, and that revised prices, 
effective as from 20th December last, have been fixed on the 
basis of which the ad valorem export duties on timber are 
chargeable. 











LETTERS AND PARCELS CONTAINING 
DUTIABLE ARTICLES. 


The Latvian Consul in London also draws attention to the 
large number of letters and parcels containing dutiable 
articles which are despatched to addressees in Latvia without 
any indication on the outside of the nature of the contents. 
According to the Latvian Customs regulations, the addressees 
in Latvia in such cases are required to pay, by way of fine, 
an additional amount representing two-thirds of the duty 
leviable. The Latvian Government desire to emphasise the 
necessity of indicating on the envelopes or wrappers of such 
letters and parcels the nature of the contents. 





BELGIUM. 


IMPORTATION OF HORSES FOR SLAUGHTER. 


A Belgian Roval Decree, dated 14th January, and 
published in the ‘‘Moniteur Belge’ for 21st January, with- 
draws the Royal Decrees of 14th March, 1897, 4th August, 
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1910, and 30th April, 1920, and prescribes revised regulations 
regarding the importation into Belgium of horses for 
slaughter, directed, in the main, towards ensuring that such 
horses .are not diverted en route to the slaughter- 
houses. Provision is also made for the detection, isolation, 
and disposal and for the prohibition of import and transit 
of, infected animals. 

A copy of the Decree in question may be examined by 
persons interested on application at the Tariff Section, 
Department of Overseas Trade, 18, Queen Anne’s Gate, 
S.W. 1. 





MODIFICATION OF EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 


The ‘‘Moniteur Belge’’ for 20th January contains a Decree 
of the Belgian Ministry of Industry, Labour and Supply, 
dated 14th January, in virtue of which the following goods 
may now be exported from Belgium without the necessity of 
obtaining a licence: — 

(1) Cocoa butter, preserved vegetables, table waters, 
dried onions, and salt (sodium chloride). 
(2) Soap. 

Goods shipped from Antwerp direct to the Belgian Congo 
are exempt from export licence requirement, except in the 
case of saccharose sugar, syrups, molasses, and alimentary 
products containing sugar. Liquers, beers and wines, how- 
ever, are still exempt from licence even though they may con- 
tain sugar. 





EXPORTATION OF COINS, GOLD AND 
SILVER, SHARE CERTIFICATES, 
SECURITIES, ETC. 

The ‘‘Moniteur Belge’’ for 22nd January contains a Royal 
Decree, dated 20th January, which provides that the expor- 
tation of all kinds of gold and silver coins, and of ingots of 
gold or silver, can only be effected according to the condi- 
tions prescribed by the Minister of Finance and on presenta- 
tion of a licence from this Ministry. Art. 3 of the Decree 
withdraws the Decrees of 3rd May and 28th July, 1919, 
relative to the transfer and importation of share certificates 
and securities. 

A Decree of the Ministry of Finance, dated 21st January, 
and published in the same issue of the ‘‘Moniteur Belge,”’ 
provides that the articles mentioned above, and lumps and 
bars of gold or silver, when the necessary licence is forth- 
coming, must be exported in separate parcels containing 
such articles only. 

These restrictions do not apply to coins carried by travellers 
for personal use, provided that the nominal value of the 
amount does not exceed 50 francs. 

This Decree also withdraws the Ministerial Decrees of 9th 
May and 12th August, 1919, regarding the export of securi- 
ties and the import of share certificates and coupons. 





ITALY. 


IMPORT AND 
REGULATIONS. 

An Italian Ministerial Decree, dated 30th December, 1920, 
and published in the ‘‘Gazzetta Ufficiale” on llth January, 
contains revised lists of goods prohibited to be imported into 
or exported from Italy. The Decree took effect on 12th 
January. 





REVISED EXPORT 


IMPORTS. 


The list of goods prohibited to be imported remains, as 
formerly, sub-divided into two classes: (1) goods prohibited 
to be imported except when destined directly for State 
Departments; and (2) goods the importation of which is 
reserved to the State. The second list (goods which may 
not be imported on private account) is now as follows :— 

Motor spirit, petroleum and heavy mineral oils for use 
as fuel. 

Cereals, including rice and oats, dried vegetables, and 

flour and meal thereof. 

Coffee and coffee substitutes. 

Matches. 

Meat, frozen, salted. and in tins, and bacon. 

Playing cards. 

Saccharine. 

Sugar. 


Tobacco. a 
As regards other classes of goods, the list of prohibited 


articles contained in Schedule ‘‘A”’ of the Decree of 24th 
July, 1919, has been considerably shortened. As regards 
imports into Italy from the United Kingdom, however, the 
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position is not affected to any considerable extent, since, by 
virtue of special arrangements, most of the goods en umerated 
in Schedule ‘‘A” of the above-mentioned Decree were 
admitted without the formality of an import licence. The 
following articles, viz., chocolate and sweets, printed matter 
of the nature of engravings, lithographs and the like; and 
jewellery and other manufactures of silver, the import of 
which from the United Kingdom has hitherto been subject 
to import licence requirement, are no longer subject to this 
requirement and may now be freely imported into Italy if 
the goods are of United Kingdom origin. 

The following is a translation of the revised Schedule “‘A.”’ 
and (apart from the goods the import of which is reserved 
to the State; see list above) only the goods included in this 
Schedule are now prohibited to be imported into Italy. Of 
these goods, all except those marked with an asterisk may be 
imported into Italy from the United Kingdom without 
special permission having to be obtained by the importer 
in Italy. A similar concession is extended to goods, other 
than those marked with an asterisk, from Canada, Australia 
and the United States of America. | 


List or PrRontBiTED Imports (SCHEDULE ‘‘A’”’ OF THE DECREE 
oF 30TH DecemsBer, 1920. 


(Those goods which are not distinguished by an asterisk 
are not subject to import licence requirement when coming 
from the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, or the United 
States of America.] | 


*Artificial flowers. 
* Automobiles, except chassis. 


[NotrE.—The Italian Customs authorities have been 
authorised to permit the importation without 
special licence of motor vehicles for carrying goods, 
and this authorisation is to reman in force until 
further notice.] 


Automobile chassis. 

Bananas and other fresh fruit. 
*Carpets of wool. 

“Spirits and liqueurs, 

Explosives. 

* Fans. 

*Feathers, ornamental, dressed or not. 
*Furniture and frames of wood. 
*“Furriers’ wares. 

Made-up articles of fur. 
Gold, semi-manufactured. 
*Goldsmiths’ wares, gold 

jewellery. 

“Glass wares, ground, cut, gilt or silvered. 

*Hats for ladies, trimmed. 

*Human hair, manufactured. 

Lace, tulle, and embroidered tissues of linen, cotton, 

wool or silk. 

Paper wares and cardboard wares. 
*Perfumery, except perfumed soap. 

Perfumed soap. 

*Pianos. 
*Precious stones, other than for industrial use. 
Precious stones for industrial use. 

Pistols, guns and revolvers. 

Raisins. 

Silverwares and silver jewellery. 

‘‘Small wares” (mercerie) of wool. 
* “Small wares”’ of a fine or luxurious character. 

‘‘Small wares”? other, including exposed cinematograph 


plate, gold watches, gold 


*Toys of wood. 

“Toys classed as ‘‘small wares’’ 
fine. 

Vermouth. 

Wares of coral, ivory, mother-of-pearl, tortoiseshell, 
horn or hoofs. 

“Wine in bottles. 

Wine, other. 

H.M. Commercial Secretary at Rome reports, by telegraph, 
that the Ministry of Finance have announced that, as from 
Ist March, all articles subject to import licence requirement 
will also require a licence when sent into Italy by parcel post, 
but that parcels posted up to 28th February will be admitted 
under the Regulations now in force. 

[So far as regards goods from the United Kingdom, all 
articles are at present allowed to be imported by parcel post, 
without a licence, except goods, the importation of which is 
reserved td the State, gold and platinum jewellery, gold 
watches, and precious stones. ] 


(mercerie), common or 
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Exports. 


The list of goods prohibited to be exported has been con- 
siderably curtailed, and now comprises only the goods speci- 
fied in the list printed below. A Customs circular of 11th 
January states that, until further notice, the powers con- 
ferred on the Customs to authorise the export, without 
special Ministerial licence, of certain kinds of ‘‘prohibited”’ 
goods is to remain in force. Particulars of these authorisa- 
tions are given in the attached list in the form of notes. 

The regulations requiring the cession to banks and banking 
houses, authorised to deal in exchange, of the ‘‘valuta”’ 
resulting from the export of certain classes of produce still 
remain in force, whether such goods are included in the 
“export prohibited list’’ or not. 


List oF ProuisiTep Exports (Scureputre ‘‘C’’ or THE DECREE 
oF 30TH Decemser, 1920). 


Alimentary paste. 

Animals, viz., cattle, sheep, goats, horses, mules, asses, swine, 
rabbits. 

Biscuits, including ships’ biscuits; bread. 

(Wafers and biscuits manufactured expressly for export 
from wheat flour which Italian biscuit manufac- 
turers have been permitted to import, may, how- 
ever, be exported without licence.) 

Boitles with straw covers. 

Bricks and tiles. 

(Floor tiles, cement bricks, and roof tiles, may, how- 
ever be exported without licence.) 

Butter made from milk ; artificial butter ; margarine, animal 
and vegetable. ; 

Bran, pollards and other by-products of flour and grain 
milling (husks of barley and husks of rice may, however, 
be exported without licence). 

Cement. 

Cereals and grain of all kinds. 

(Millet may, however, be exported without licence.) 

Charcoal. 

Cheese. 

Coffee. 

(Re-export of coffee lying in bond is allowed.) 

Copra. 

Eggs, of poultry; yolk and white of eggs, dried or liquid. 

Fats, animal and vegetable; lard. 

Feculae. 

Fertilisers, chemical. 

(Blood, dried and crystallised, may, however, be ex- 
ported without licence.) 

Filings, scrap, scale and dross of common metals; scrap and 
waste of precious metals; gold, silver and copper dust. 

Firewood. 

Fish, fresh, codfish, stockfish, tunny and salmon, prepared 
in any manner. | 

(The following may, however, be exported without licence: 

Hors d’wuvres of any kind, even with small quantity of 
tunny ; lobsters, live.) 

Flour and meal oi cereals, grain, vegetables, and chestnuts ; 
semolina of grain and other cereals. ; 

(Millet meal may, however, be exported without 
licence.) 

Forage of any kind, including oil cake, beet pulp, and by- 
products of all kinds for use as animal fodder. 

(Carob beans, maize stalks, beet pulp, dried, ground 
olive husks, completely exhausted, oil cake (except 
linseed cake and maize cake), may, however, be 
exported without licence.) 

Mineral coal; peat and peat briquettes; briquettes for fuel. 

(Heath in branches may, however, be exported with- 
out licence.) 

Gold, silver, copper and nickel coins. 

Gold, silver and platinum, crude or manufactured. 

(Crude silver, jewellery, and manufactures of gold, 
silver and platinum, including clocks and watches 
and jewellers’ dust, may, however, be exported with- 
out licence.) 

Glucose. 

Hair of the hare and rabbit, and waste thereof. 

Horn, bone, and similar substances, raw; waste of horn, 
hoofs and similar materials. 

(Cuttlefish bone may, however, be exported without 
licence. ) 

Meat, fresh or preserved or prepared in any manner; bacon. 

(Meat of any kind in sacks may, however, be exported 
without licence.) 

Metallic ores. ; 

(The following may, however, be exported without 
licence: Antimony, metallic; mercury; ashes of iron 
pvrites; lead zinc and copper ores, tin, aluminium, 
and zinc ash.) 
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Milk, even sterilised or condensed. 

Molasses and residues thereof. 

Newsprint paper. 

Nickel. 

Oils, vegetable and animal; palm oil, coconut oil, and other 
vegetable oils for industrial use; mineral oils, resin oils 

, x 
and tar oils, crude, heavy or light, and residues from 
the distillation of mineral oils. 

(The following may, however, be exported without 
licence: Almond oil ; commercial castor oil ; olive oil, 
sulphurous; ‘‘oildag’’ (oleaginous solution of 
graphite) ; betanaphthol, benzol; medicated olive 
oil, conditional on the importation of a correspond- 

_ ing quantity of pure oil.) 

Oleaginous seeds and meal thereof 

(Hemp, mustard, cabbage, cauliflower, and broccoli 

} seeds may, however, be exported without licence.) 

Olives, fresh or preserved; olive husks. 

Permanganate of potash. 

Potassium salts, including salts derived from the drying of 
sugar beet. 

(Chloride of potash and bichromate of potash may, 
however, be exported without licence.) ° 

Potatoes. (These may, however, be exported without licence. ) 

Poultry, live or dead. 

(Geese, ducks, peafowl, and pigeons may, however, 
be exported without licence.) 

Pyrites. 

Quinine, its salts and preparations; medicines containing 
quinine. 

(Medicines containing quinine may, however, be ex- 
ported without licence, conditional on the importa- 
tion of a corresponding quantity of quinine.) 

—- all kinds, including waste of cords, nets, and the 
ike, 

Rennet. 

Rice and broken rice. 

Securities issued by the Italian State, Public Bodies, and 
Italian companies, already drawn, and matured coupons 
of such securities; bills of exchange, letters of credit, 
and drafts in general made out in Italian lire; paper 
money. 

Skins of rabbit and hare, and remnants. 

Spirit, pure (amylic oil may, however. be exported without 
licence). 

Sugar and burnt sugar ; sugar beet; sweetmeats and products 
manufactured with sugar. 

(The following, however, may be exported without 
licence: Milk sugar, in powder or crystals, 
macaroons, dried pastes made exclusively with 
almonds and nuts; effervescing citrate of magnesia. 
sweetmeats, fruit preserved in syrup or spirit, and 
‘‘nanforti,’? and chocolate, candied fruit, candied 
peel and jams if manufactured with foreign sugar 
‘temporarily imported”; ‘‘panforti’’ of sienna and 
special certosino cake, even when manufactured with 
native or nationalised sugar.) 

Sulphate of copper. 

Tanning extracts of all kinds. 

(Tanning extracts of all kinds may be exported with- 
out licence, but in the case of chestnut extract only 
the manufacturers may export without licence.) 

Tobacco in the leaf. 

Toluol and mixtures thereof. (Dinitrotoluol may, however, 
be exported without licence.) 

Vegetables, dried. 

(French heans, in tins, lupines, peas in tins, and 
garden produce, preserved in any manner, except 
in oil and in any receptacles, may. however, be 
exported without licence.) 

Waste of hemp and flax, except tow. 

Wood for building and manufacture; oak staves for casks. 

(The following may, however, be exported without 
licence: Blocks for pipes; staves, strips, or hoops 
of chestnut, for baskets or casks, beech shivers for 
sieve hoons (veneer wood), and staves not put 
together, if comnlete.) 

Wooden sleepers for railways. 





NORWAY. 


MODIFICATION OF EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 


H.M. Representative at Christiania reports that the Nor- 
wegian Ministry of Food has issued certain regulations, the 
effect of which is to nermit the export of goods from Norway 
without licence in the following cases :— 

(1) Goods of all kinds by parcels post, in parcels weigh- 
ing not more than 5 kilogs. 
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(2) Personal luggage, including heavy luggage, as well 
as hand baggage, accompanying the traveller, irrespective of 
the manner in which the journey is to be made. 

The above relaxations are applicable both to foodstuffs 
and other articles, but do not cover food or articles in respect 
of which special regulations are in force, e.g., gold and silver 
coins, certain kinds of foreign literature, etc. 

The former regulatios regarding the export by travellers 
of hand baggage, etc., and of foodstufis, referred to at pages 
228-9 of the issue of this ‘‘ Journal ’’ for 19th August last, 
are no longer in force. 





SPAIN. 





PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 

With reference to recent notices under the above heading, 
H.M. Commercial Secretary at Madrid reports, by telegraph, 
that the rate of surcharge for the month of February, in 
respect of import and export duties, Customs fines, etc., paid 
in Spanish silver coins or notes of the Bank of Spain, has 
been fixed at 45-03 per cent. 


TURKEY. 








EXPORT OF CERTAIN FISH PERMITTED. 


H.M. Commercial Secretary at Constantinople reports, by 
telegraph, that the export from Turkey of all locally-caught 
salted freshwater fish is now free. 





PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 





PORTUGAL. 





PROJECTED REVISION OF THE CUSTOMS 
TARIFF. 

The ‘Diario do Governo”’ (Lisbon) for 19th January 
contains the text of a Bill, which has been submitted to the 
Chamber of Deputies by the Minister of Finance, for the 
revision of the Customs Tariff of Portugal. The Bill proposes 
to abolish the surtaxes at present leviable on certain classes 
of goods,* except in the case of a few articles for which 
‘‘Conventional”’ rates of duty exist, and to substitute for 
the Tariff of 1892, as subsequently amended, a new Tariff, 
which is contained in a schedule annexed to the Bill. A 
comparison of this schedule with the Tariff of 1892 shows 
that, so far as concerns the Tariff classification of goods, no 
changes of any great importance are contemplated. So far 
as concerns the rates of duty which it is proposed to alter, 
the projected new rates are, for the most part, lower than 
those inscribed in the Tariff of 1892; but, on the other hand, 
it must be mentioned that the Bill proposes that the duties 
inscribed in the projected new Tariff shall be levied entirely 
in gold. Payment of duties is, however, to continue to be 
effected by means of ‘‘gold warrants.’’ T 

The same issue of the ‘‘Diario”’ also contains the text of 
a second Bill, which provides that the duties set out in the 
proposed new Tariff, and leviable, as explained above, on a 
‘‘sold’? basis, shall enter into force immediately, in view 
of the urgent necessity of ameliorating the financial resources 
of the country. This Bill also provides that, if in any case 
the duties eventually sanctioned by the Legislature are lower 
than those inscribed in the proposed new Tariff, any amount 
in excess which may have been paid as duty on imports of 
the goods concerned in the intervening period, shall be 
devoted to Public Charities. 

Neither of the Bills above referred to has yet received 
Legislative sanction, and H.M. Representative at Lisbon 
has reported by telegraph that the Tariff proposals are only 
“tentative,’? and it is expected that serious opposition to 
them may have to be encountered. 

A despatch on the subject is expected shortly from Sir L. 
Carnegie, and a further notice with regard to the matter 
will be published in next week’s issue of the ‘‘Board of Trade 
Journal’ in the light of the information contained in that 
despatch. 





*For these surtaxes see the notice at pages 641-643 of the 
‘Roard of Trade Journal’”’ for 25th November, 1920. 

+For existing provisions as to payment of duties see Art. 1 
of the Decree of 12th November (page 642 of the ‘‘Board of 
Trade Journal’ for 25th November, 1920). 
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Openings for British Trade. 


DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE. 


FACILITIES OFFERED TO BRITISH TRADERS. 

The Department of Overseas Trade has at its command an 
extensive overseas intelligence system, which comprises the 
Commercial Diplomatic and Consular Services in foreign coun- 
tries and Trade Commissioners and Imperial or other Trade 
Correspondents in the Empire. 

From this Intelligence Service information on all subjects of 
commercial interest is received at the Department, where it ig 
collated and classified in a form convenient for reference, and 
is available to any British trader upon personal or written ap- 
plication to the Department at 35, Old Queen Street, West- 
minster, London, 8.W.1. 

The information at the disposal of the Department is of 4 
widely varied nature, and includes such matters as the following: 
Sources of supply, prices, etc., of trade products; Foreign and 
Colonia! contracts open to tender; openings for British trade 
abroad; general conditions prevailing in Overseas markets; 
demand for particular articles abroad; nature and extent of 
foreign competition, and suggestions for meeting it; methods of 
distribution and marketing ; credit conditions, terms of payment, 
etc., abroad; firms at home engaged in particular lines of business ; 
Foreign and Colonial importers of British goods; firms or in- 
dividuals considered suitable to act as representatives or agente 
for British firms, Foreign and Colonial Tariff and Customs regula- 
tions ; statistics of Imports or Exports; forms of Certificates of 
Origin; regulations concerning commercial travellers, Consular 
Invoices; shipping and transport, etc., etc. 

In addition, samples of foreign competitive goods and com- 
mercia] products are constantly being received from abroad and 
are available for inspection by British traders at 7 to 11, Old 
Bailey, London, E.C.4. 


METHODS OF ADDRESSING ENQUIRIES. 

The Department of Overseas Trade invites applications for 
assistance from manufacturers and exporters of British goods who 
are desirous of initiating or extending Overseas connections, but 
it is desired to call attention to one or two pointe, the observance 
of which will facilitate the supply of the information required. 

Where the enquiry concerns an Overseas market the applicant 
may, of course, apply direct to H.M. Trade Commissioners or 
Imperial or other Trade Correspondents in the British Empire, and 
to H.M. Commercial Diplomatic or Consular Officerg in Foreign 
Countries, but it is generally advisable to communicate in the 
first instance with the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, 8.W.1, as the information -equired 
is frequently already in the possession of the Department, and 
the delay involved in communicating with the Officers abroad 
can therefore often be avoided. Should the information required 
not be available in London, the Department will make all neces- 
sary enquiries abroad on the applicant’s behalf. 

When making application for information enquiries should 
clearly specify :— 

(1) The countries concerning which information is required. 

(2) The precise kind of goods; and 

(3) The particular points in regard to which the information 
is sought. 

By following this method of making their enquiries as specific 
as possible applicants will materially assist the Department in 
its endeavour to supply the precise information required. 


[NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 
—British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
“Openings”? by applying to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, and quoting the specific reference number and 
country. 

In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.VW. 1. 

Applications for names and addresses must he sent to the 
a of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise 
stated. 











BRITISH EMPIRE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
BENTWOOD FOR MUSICAL INSTRUMENT TRADE.—An 


important United Kingdom firm of musical instrument manu- 
facturers wish to get into touch with actual makers in tke 
United Kingdom of bentwood suitable for the musical instrument 
trade. (Reference No. 149 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 

TENDERS INVITED. 

LIGHT MINERAL OIL.—The Corporation of Trinity House, 
Tower Hill, London, E.C.3, are inviting tenders for the supply 
of about 179,000 gallons of light minera! oil. 

Tenders, on the proper forms, should be addressed to the 
Secretarv of the Corporation, as above, and delivered on or 
before 10th February. 

Specification and forms of tender may be obtained at Trinity 
House between the hours of 10.30 a.m. and 4.30 p.m. 
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AUSTRALIA. 


TEXTILES AND HARDWARE.—A Melbourne firm, who Fave 
had ten years’ experience of handling textile and hardware 
agencies, are desirous of securing the representation, on a commis- 
sion basis, for Australia, of British manufacturers only of cotton 
piece-goods, Manchester goods, soft furnishings, domestic hard- 
ware, and sma:! tools. (Reference No. 150.) 


MOTOR CARS AND ACCESSORIES.—A firm established in 
Adelaide, who have had about 10 years’ experience as motor 
traders, desire to undertake the agency, for South Australia, of 
United Kingdom manufacturers of motor cars and accessories, on 
a purchase basis. The enquiring firm would prefer to receive 
cif. quotations rather than f.o.b. (Reference No. 151.) 


PIECE-GOODS, HOSIERY, AND OTHER SOFT GOODs.— 
An important Melbourne firm, with houses in all the principal 
cities of the Commonwealth, desire to secure the representation 
of British manufacturers of the following :—Piece-goods (includ- 
ing wool‘ens, worsteds, tweeds, costume cloths, and cotton dress 
fabrics), ducks, linen goods, furnishing fabrics, carpets, linoleums, 
travelling rugs, blankets, quilts, table covers, serviettes, cotton 
towels, ribbons, hosiery and underwear, hats, men’s haberdashery, 
aid Nottingham goods. 

The firm proposes to send out samples, patterns, etc., to all 
the centres. They would require a commission on al business 
done and an overriding commission on business received through 
other channels from the territory covered. The firm would under- 
take the responsibility for all the business transactions involved, 
would attend to shipment, and make the necessary payments for 
sipments. (Reference No. 152.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





ENQUIRY AT OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER 
FOR AUSTRALIA. 
The following enquiry has been received at the Office of the 


High Commissioner for Australia, Australia House, Strand, 
London, W.C.2:— 
SUFT GOODS, TEXTILES, ETC.—An Australian manu- 


facturer, at present in this country, wishes to discuss agency 
arrangements with British manufacturers of soft goods, textiles, 
etc. (Reference No. 412/20/7/392.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Official Secretary, Com- 
monwealth of Australia Commercial Information Bureau, 
ox ong House, Strand, London, W.C.2, quoting the reference 
number. 





end 


CANADA. 


PIECE AND MADE-UP GOODS, SMALLWARES, ETC.— 
A manufacturers’ agent in Toronto desires to obtain the represen- 
tation of United Kingdom manufacturers of piece-goods, woollens, 
cottons, silks, smallwares, gloves, hose, hair nets, juvenile wear, 
and all lines kindred to the dry goods trade and ready-to-wear 
trades, on a commission basis, for the Province of Ontario. 
(Reference No. 153.) 

BUILDERS’ SUPPLIES, CHINA, BELTING, ETC.—A 
manufacturers’ agent in Toronto desires to obtain the representa- 
tion of United Kingdom manufacturers of hardware and builders’ 
supplies, metals, factory and mill supplies, belting leathers, china, 
and porcelain, on a commission basis, for the Province of Ontario, 
except such lines as can be covered by two trips from coast to 
coast each year. (Reference No. 154.) 

BUILDING STONE.—A contractor and carver in Toronto 

desires to obtain the representation of United Kingdom firms 
deating in Portland and Bath building stone, on a commission 
basis, for the Province of Ontario. (Reference No. 155.) 
_ JEWELLERY, CUTLERY.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents 
in Toronto desire to obtain the representation of United Kingdom 
manufacturers of jewellery and cutlery, on a commission basis, 
for the whole of Canada. (Reference No. 156.) 
UNDERWEAR, HOSIERY, HARD HABERDASHERY, 
ETC.—A manufacturers’ agent in Toronto desires to obtain the 
representation of United Kingdom manufacturers of woollen and 
union underwear (principally infants’ and children’s), women’s 
and children’s hosiery and gloves, hair pins, hair combs, 
needles, pins, etc., on a commission basis for the Province of 
Ontario. (Reference No. 157.) 

_Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 

partment of Overseas Trade. 





ENQUIRIES AT OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR 
CANADA. 
The following enquiries have been received at the Office of the 
igh Commissioner for Canada, 19, Victoria Street, London, 
S.W.1. All replies should be sent. direct to the.foregoing address. 
YARNS.—A new firm, in the Province of Ontario, manu- 
facturing commercial twines and rope would like to get into 
~~ with United Kingdom spinners of cotton, jute, hemp, and 

X yarns. 

BESSEMER BLUE ANNEALED STEEL SHEETS.—A 
Toronto firm seek supplies of Bessemer blue annealed steel sheets 
for use in the manufacture of riveted galvanised range boilers. 

CHALK IN CRAYONS.—A firm in Manitoba dealing in school 
Supplies wish to get into touch with United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of chalk in crayons for blackboard use. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE— continued. 


a 





ENQUIRIES AT OFFICE OF CANADIAN TRADE 
COMMISSIONER. 
The following enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2, where further information may 


ba obtained : — 
MARKETS SOUGHT, 

STEEL WATER TANKS, ETC.—A Canadian company v-ho 
manufacture steel water tanks for fire protection, and steel tanks 
for the storage of liquids, railway water tanks, and _ similar 
apparatus, are desirous of supplying these to the United Kingdom, 
and would be glad to hear from firms interested. Illustrated 
catalogues available. 

CYANIDE.—A Canadian company who manufacture, upon a 
large scale, cyanide as used in the extraction of go'd, silver, 
and other ores, wish to get into touch with United Kingdom 
buyers. 





NEW ZEALAND. 

HOSIERY, GLOVES, COTTON PIECE-GOODS, ENGLISH 
LACE AND RIBBONS.—A firm of indent agents in Wellington 
desire to represent United Kingdom manufacturers of hosiery, 
gloves, cotton piece-goods, English lace and ribbons. They prefer 
to represent firms who have only dea‘t previously with New 
Zealand wholesale houses, or with the lirger retailers who have 
an established London credit, but, with a view to immediate 
business, they suggest that their principals should be willing as 
a temporary measure to accept orders for cash against documents 
in New Zealand. (Reference No. 158. 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 

EXTENSION OF TIME FOR TENDERS. 

STEEL PIPE LINES AND FITTINGS.—With reference to 
the, notice at p. 677 of the “Journal ’’ of 2nd December, relative 
to a call for tenders for the supply and erection ,of steel pipe lines 
and fittings required for the Mangahao Electric Power Plant in 
New Zealand, H.M. Trade Commissioner in New Zea‘and reports 
(by cablegram) that the time for the presentation of tenders at 
Wellington has been extended from 1lth February to 11th March. 





SOUTH AFRICA, 

LEATHER CLOTHS, RUGS, WATERPROOFS, ETU.—AA 
Cape Town agent desires to represent United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of the following lines? with which he claims to be well 
acquainted :—Leather cloth for upholstering furniture, travelling 
rugs of all grades, waterproof garments, mattress and pillow 
ticks, katiir cotton rugs, linoleum, oilskins, sou’-weSters, water 
proof cloths, etc. (Reterence No. 159.) 

BLANKETS, RUGS AND SHAWLS.—A Johannesburg agent, 
already representing a number of United Kingdom firms in soft 
goods lines, desires to obtain agencies for b'ankets (native, In- 
cluding Jaquards) fringed travelling and lustre rugs, and Paisley 
shawls. (Keference No. 160.) 

PROPRIETARY LINES.—H.M. Trade Commissioner at Cape 
Town reports that a very well-known local firm of manufacturers’ 
representatives are desirous of securing further agencies for sound 
proprietary lines. The applicants ask that United Kingdom 
manufacturers interested will send full details and terms and 
also four samples for distribution to sub-agents. (Reference No. 
161.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


TENDERS INVITED. 

PIPING.—The “Union of South Africa Government Gazette " 
of 31st December announces that tenders are invited b the 
Department of Irrigation, Pretoria, for the supply ot 20,000 feet 
of lapwelded wrought iron or mild steel piping of 6} in. clear 
inside diameter, in random lengths of from 14 ft. to 2 ft. 
Delivery to commence within 44 months. | 

Sealed tenders must be addressed to the Chairman of the 
Tender Board, Union Buildings, Pretoria, and must be in his. 
hands by 3 p.m. on 2nd March. . 7 or 

Any iurther particulars may be obtained upon application to 
the Storekeeper, Irrigation Department, Minnaar and Potgieter 
Streets, Pretoria. 





——. 


CYPRUS. 

TEXTILES, UMBRELLAS, BELTS, BRACES, AND 
SUSPENDERS.—A firm of general merchants and commission 
agents in Nicosia desire to scteldiehs business relations with United 
\ingdom manufacturers of the following goods:—Silk, cotton, 
linen, woollen, bleached cambric, yarns, khaki, stockings, hand- 
kerchiefs, ties, braces, soft and starched collars, gloves, cotton 
flannels and woollens, serges, umbrellas, belts, jerseys, sock sus- 
penders, and kindred goods. The firm state that the _ 
they wish to handle must be cheap, strong, and durable. (Refer- 
ence No. 162.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





EGYPT. 
CANNED FOOD PRODUCTS, CEREALS, CONFEC- 
TIONERY, SOAP, ETC.—An Egyptian agent established 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





in Alexandria, at present only representing American firms, is 
desirous of entering into relations with United Kingdom manu- 
lacturers or exporters of canned food products (such as fruits, 
meats, vegetables, fish, and preserves), cereals, flour, confec- 
tionery, cheese, soap, etc. (Reference No. 163.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


: TENDERS INVITED. 

PAPER, STATIONERY, AND OFFICE REQUISITES FOR 
EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT.—H.M. Commercial Agent for 
Egypt has forwarded copies of the schedule and conditions of 
contract, in connection with the cali for tenders by the Central 
Stores Department, Ministry of Finance, Cairo, for the supply oi 
paper and stationery and ottice requisites during the year 1921-22. 
_ Lhe articles wequired include :—Vaper of various types, writ- 
ing, blotting, thick and thin wrapping, typewriting carbon, oiled, 
copying tissue, drawing (including Whatmann), sectional and 
tracing envelopes; file covers, filing cards; elastic bands; waste- 
paper baskets (wicker); note books, copying books, and manifo'd 
books; cardboard boxes; card index cabinets; despatch cases 
(leather); paper clips (wire), paper fasteners; letter files; copy- 
ing rolls: gelatine; cord (parti-coloured, green and_ red); 
duplicating machines (composition); gum, inks of all kinds, 
labels, lead seats; numbering machines; water-colour paints ; 
pencils, penholders, pen nibs; cardboard and leather portfolios: 
tvpewriting ribbons, erasers, sacks (calico), sealing wax, 
sponges, string, strong tape, typewriting machines, coir mats, 
pails, brushes, brooms, dustbins, dusters, floor cloths, ete. 

Tenders, which should be addressed to the Director, Centra! 
Stores, Ministry of Finance, Cairo, wil! be received up to neon 
on 24th February, 1921. 

A provisional deposit equal to 2 per cent. or a bank guarantee 
of 10 per cent. of the value of the offer must accompany each 
tender. The tenderer must be a person residing in Cairo or must 
have a representative in Cairo, and must give in his offer the 
address at which, notices may be served upon him. 

The Special Customs Regulations for Government contracts 
covering the supply of stores of foreign origin, together with a 
copy of the schedule of articles required and conditions of con- 
tract for this tender may be consulted at the Enquiry Office, 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, West- 
minster, S.W.1. 

PAPER; PRINTING REQUISITES.—The Controller of 
Printing and Stationery, Cairo, has forwarded copies of speci- 
fications, conditions of tender and samples relative to a call for 
tenders for the supply of the foMowing material required by the 
Government Press,Cairo, for the financia! year Ist April, 1921 
to 3lst March, 1922 :— 


Paper and bristol-board. 

Tenders close 15th March. 
Ink, roller composition and glue. 

Tenders close 1st March. 
Binding cloth. 

Tenders close 10th March. 
Antimony (refined). 
Pig lead. 
Tin, in rods or ingots. 

Tenders close 10th March. 


The tenderer must be a person residing in Egypt or must 
have a representative there, and tenders should be addressed to 
the Controller of Printing and Stationery, Old Ismaitia Palace, 
Sharia Qasr el Aini, Cairo. 

Copies of the specifications, conditions of tenders and samples 
may be inspected by United Kingdom firms interested on applica- 
tion to the Enquiry Office of the Department of Overseas Trade 
either at 35, Old Queen Street, Westminster, S.W.1, or 73, Basing- 
hall Street, E.C.2. A limited number of ccpies of the specifica- 
tions, etc, are also available for loan to firms who are unab'‘e 
to arrange for their inspection in London. Application for these 


should bear the reference No. 3759 F.E./P.N. 





RHODESIA, ETC. 
SOFT GOODS, BOOTS, TOOLS, ETC.—A Salisbury firm of 


manufacturers’ agents desire to secure additional agencies, for 
Rhodesia and Portuguese East Africa, for United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of soft goods, women’s and men’s boots, tools, and other 
lines. (Reference No. 164.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





EUROPE. 





BELGIUM. 


DRIVING CHAINS, MACHINE TOOLS, AND ENGINEER. 
ING SUPPLIES GENERALLY.—A Belgian residing at Liége 
desires to secure, for the whole of Belgium, agencies on com- 
mission, for United Kingdom firms manufacturing driving chains, 
machine tools, and engineering supplies generally, such as are 
likely to be of interest to the industries established in the Liege 
district. Correspondence in Engtish. (Reference No. 165.) 

NOTTINGHAM GOODS.—A British firm established at 
Liége desire to secure the agency of United Kingdom firms 
manufacturing or exporting Nottingham goods. (Reference No. 


166.) 
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CLOTHING.—A Belgian residing in Brussels, with a thorough 
knowledge of the textile trade, desires to secure, for Brussels, 
the agency, on commission, of United Kingdom firms dealing in 
women’s skirts and underclothing. (Reference No. 167.) 

HEMP AND JUTE (RAW).—A Belgian residing in Brussels 
desires to secure for the who'e of Belgium, particularly East 
and West Flanders, the agency on commission of United King. 
dom firms exporting hemp and jute (raw), especially of Indian 
origin. Correspondence in English. (Reference No. 

PITCH, COAL.—A Belgian residing in Antwerp desires to 
obtain the agency, on a commission basis, for a United Kingdom 
firm exporting pitch. He also wishes to get into touch with 
United Kingdom exporters of coal with a view to buying on 
his own account. Correspondence in English. (Reference No. 
169.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





FRANCE. 

DRESS GOODS, VELVETEENS, COTTONS, AND MEN’S 
WOOLLENS.—H.M. Consul-General at Paris reports that an 
agent in that city desires to represent British manufacturers. of 
women’s dress goods, velveteens, cottons, and men’s woollens. 
The applicant desires to deal solely on a commission basis. Cor 
respondence in French and English. (Reference No. 170.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





GREECE (Crete). 
TENDERS INVITED. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER PLANT.—H.M. Consul! at 
Canea, Crete, reports that tenders are invited in connection with 
the provision of electric light. and power for the town of Rethymo 
in that Island. The closing date for the receipt of tenders is 
20th March. 

A booklet (in modern Greek) giving the conditions of tender, 
together with a summary translation and a p!an of Rethymo, can 
be seen at the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street (Room 48), S.W.1, up ti!l 22nd February, after which 
date they will be available for loan to firms in the Provinces who 
are unable to send a representative to the Department. 





SPAIN. 

SILK AND COTTON.-—H.M. Consul-General, Barcelona, 
reports that a Spanish commission agent in that town is desir 
ous of securing agencies for British firms manufacturing silk 
piece-goods, and threads, and cotton piece-goods and threads. 
(Reference No. 171.) 

VELVET, PLUSH, CURTAINS, ETC.—The Commercial 
Secretary to H.M. Embassy, Madrid, states that a commission 
agent of that city is desirous of getting into touch with British 
firms able to supply local wholesale houses with velvets, astrachan, 
plush, felts, wool, silk goods, white and printed cottons, and 
curtains. (Reference No. 172.) 

COTTON, WOOLLEN AND SILK PIECE-GOODS.—The 
British Vice-Consul at Ferrol reports that a ‘ocal commission 
agent is desirous of securing the representation of British manu- 
facturers of cotton, woollen and silk piece-goods. (Reference 
No 173.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


ASIA. 








CHINA. 

LINSEED OIL, GENERAL HOSIERY, AND HOSIERY 
UNDERWEAR.—A _ British merchant firm’ established at 
Shanghai and Hongkong desire to represent British manu- 
facturers of linseed oil, and hosiery, particuarly Lisle thread 
vests and pants, men’s socks and women’s silk stockings. A 
representative of the firm is now in England. (Reference No. 
174.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





EASTERN SIBERIA AND MANCHURIA. 


MACHINERY, HARDWARE, FISHING TACKLE, CUT- 
LERY, TEXTILES, ETC.—A United Kingdom firm of general 
merchants which has been recently established for the purpose of 
trading in Eastern Siberia and Manchuria, wishes to get into 
touch with manufacturers, merchants or others desirous of doing 
business in the following classes of goods likely to be of interest 
in those countries :—Agricultural machinery and tools, machinery 
for alluvial mining and supplies, domestic hardware, fishing 
tackle for trawling, cutlery, tools for carpenters, textiles, and 
ready-made clothing. (Reference 175.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 


Department of Overseas Trade. 





PERSIA. 


DRUGS, SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS, GLASS, HOLLOW- 
WARE, SHOES, EMBROIDERIES, ETC.—A Persian met- 
chant at Hamadan, with a large local connection, and established 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 


for over ten years, desires to get into touch with British exporters 
of drugs, surgical instruments, watches, rubber goods, syringes. 
etc., window-pane giass, hollow-ware and enamelled goods, soap, 
shoes, laces, embroideries, shirts. (Reference No. 176.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department, of Overseas Trade. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


BARYTES, LITHOPONE, DRY COLOURS, CRESYLIC 
ACID.—A San Francisco firm of manufacturers’ agents, with 
branch offices at Seattle, Washington, and Los Angeles, California, 
desire to get into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers or 
exporters of barytes, lithopone, dry colours, and cresylic 
acid, with a view to acting as their representatives, on the Pacific 
Coast. This firm employ salesmen. and are understood to be 
in a good position to approach likely purchasers. (Reference 
N 











o. 177.) 

MICA.—A Philadelphia concern desire to represent suppliers 
of uncut Indian mica, paying cash against documents, and manu- 
facturers of heater plate, flexible plate, commutator segment 
plate, bushings, and tubes, on consignment. (Reference No. 
178.) 
WOOLLEN PIECE-GOODS.—A New York firm desire to get 
into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of woollen 
piece-goods with a view to arranging agencies in the United 
States. 

It is understood that the firm have facilities for covering New 
York, Boston, Chicago, St. Louis and Philade!phia. (Reference 
No. 179.) 

JEWELLERY, SILVERWARE, NAUTICAL  INSTRU- 
MENTS, ETC.—An American firm of jewellers in the State of 
Alabama desire to get into touch with United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of jewellery, silverware, nautical instruments,  etc., 
with a view to acting as their agent. (Reference No. 180.) 

POTTERY, GLASSWARE, CHINA, PORCELAIN, STONE- 
WARE, ETC.—A New York manufacturers’ agent desires to 
get into touch with British manufacturers and exporters of 
pottery, glassware, china, porcelain, stoneware and allied lines, 
with a view to acting as their representative in the United States 
of America on a commission basis. (Reference No. 181.) 


SCIENTIFIC APPARATUS AND OPTICAL  INSTRU- 
MENTS, PHOTOGRAPHIC AND CINEMATOGRAPH 


APPARATUS, ELECTRICAL APPARATUS, ETC.—A New 
York firm of importers desire to get into touch with United 
Kingdom manufacturers of scientific apparatus and _ optical 
instruments of all kinds for educational and industrial purposes, 
photographic and cinematograph apparatus, electrical apparatus 
and instruments, new tools and appliances used in the meta!- 
working industries, with a view to acting as their agents in 
the United States, importing on their own account. on consig"- 
ment, or on a commission basis. (Reference No. 182.) 

FARTHENWARE. ART POTTERY AND CROCKERY, 
BRUSHWARE. CUTLERY. AND FULECTRO-PLATE, TOYS, 
ETC.—A British subject residing in Philadelphia desires to get 
into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers and exporters of 
earthenware, art pottery and crockery, brushware of all kinds, 
cutlery and electro-plate, toys (mechanical and in the form of 
tools for children), and novelty devices of all kinds, with a 
view to acting as their agent in the United States of America. 
(Reference No. 183.) 

TILFS AND POTTERY, SPORTING GOODS. HARDWARE, 
CUTLERY. NEEDLES. FISH HOOKS, AND NOVELTIES.— 
A New York agent of British nationality is anxious to get into 
touch with British manufacturers or exporters of tiles and pot- 
tery, sporting goods, golf balls. golf clubs and golf accessories, 
hardware, cutlery, needles, fish hooks, and novelties, with a view 
to acting as their representative in the United States of America, 
importing either on his own account, on consignment or com- 
mission basis. The applicant is understood to have offices in New 
York and to have facilities for covering the whole of the United 
States. (Reference No. 1 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department: of Overseas Trade. “ 


LATIN AMERICA. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

CENTRIFUGAL PUMPS, ELFCTRICAL MOTORS, WATER 
TURBINES, GENERATORS.—The Commercial Secretary to 
4.M. Legation at Buenos Aires renorts (by cablecram) that the 
Department of Sanitary Works, Buenos Aires, invites tenders 
for the following :— 

(1) 11 sets of centrifuzal pumps, with electric motors and 
accessories. Of these 7 sets are reouired for sewage (3 of 
which are to be of a capacity of 180 litres per second, to 
a heicht of 15 metres, and 4 of a canacity of 85 litres per 
second to a heieht of 15 metres) while 4 sets are required 
in connection with the water supnvly (2 of which are to be 
of a capacity of 200 litres per second, to a height of 40 metres, 
and 2 of a capacity of 50 litres per second, to a height 
of 80 metres). . 

(2) Two groups of water turbines and generators with 
accessories. including switch hoard and transformers. 

Tenders must be presented at the office of the Department of 
Sanitary Works in Buenos Aires by 21st March. 








OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





Local representation by a resident agent is essential. 

The Commercial Secretary is forwarding copies of the Specili- 
cations, which will be available for inspection at the Enquiry 
Office of the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
Westminster, S.W.1, on or about 20th February. 


MARINE ENGINES, STEAM CRANES.—The Commercial 
Secretary to H.M. Legation at Buenos Aires reports by cable that 
the Department of Navigation and Ports in that city is calling 
for tenders—to be presented by 11th April—for four marine 
engines, semi-Diesel type, two of 30 horse-power and two of 
40 horse power; and also for nineteen movable steam cranes, 
three of 2 tons, thirteen of 5 tons, and one each of 3 tons, 4 tons 
and 10 tons, of which specifications are being sent by mail. 

The Commercial Secretary calls particular attention to 
desirability of local representation by a resident agent. 


the 





BRAZIL. 


CARPETS.—A Brazilian manufacturers’ agent and commission 
merchant in Sao Paulo is desirous of securing the representation 
of British manufacturers of carpets. (Reference No. 185.) 


Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





MEXICO, 


BOOTS AND SHOES.—H.M. Consul-General, Mexico City, 
reports that a French commission agent of that city is desirous 
of representing British manufacturers of boots and_ shoes. 
(Reference No. 186.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


_— 
— 


Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 








GENERAL SECTION. 





PATENTS AND DESIGNS ACTS, 1907 AND 1919: 
LICENCES OF RIGHT. 

Notice is hereby given that, by virtue of the provisions of 
Section 24 of the Acts, the undermentioned Patents were 
endorsed ‘‘Licences of Right’’ on the 26th day of January, 
1921 : — 











No. & Year 

of Patent. Grantee. Title. 

14764 /10 Sohlman, R., & ors. “‘ Improvements in fuses for high-explo- 
sive shells.” 

1135/12 | Moorhouse, A. H. .| “Improvements in apparatus for pro- 
ducing various sound effects for 
theatrical and like purposes.” 

29610 /13 Johnson, R. .| ‘Improvements in internal combustion 
engines of the two-cycle type.” 

2084 /14 Marr, R. A. .| “Improvements relating to the preserva- 
tion of wood.” 

12970 /15 “Improvements in steering-gear for 
Chevrolet Motor Co. .. motor-vehicles.”’ 

12971 /15 “Improvements in springs.” 

104025 Mellersh-Jackson, W.J. , 

(2459 /16) (Whiteley, G. H.) ..| “ Precious metal alloy.” 

05759 Hastings, B. J. “Improvements in or relating to sub- 
(5458 /17) marine salvage apparatus.” 











W. Tempe FRANKS, 
Comptroller-General. 


The Patent Office. 


FOOD SECTION. 








PRICE OF HOME GROWN WHEAT. 


The Food Controller has issued an Order withdrawing his 
instruction to millers imposing a maximum average price 
of 95s. per 504 lb. which they were permitted to pay for home- 
grown wheat. In future, when purchasing home-grown 
wheat, millers are at liberty to pay in each instance the 
price which, in their opinion, can be justified by the ruling 
selling prices of imported wheats. 

All previous Government instructions in regard to the 
purchase of these wheats have been withdrawn and will not 
be reimposed. 

The free importation of foreign wheat is permitted to 
private traders, subject only to notification of particulars 
being furnished to the Royal Commission on Wheat Supplies, 

» 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued. 





SUGAR PRICES. 


The Food Controller has received enquiries as to whether 
any reduction in the price of sugar is going to take place 
on 3ist January. He desires to point out that the next date 
for revision of prices in the ordinary course will be 2I1st 
February, and there will be no revision of prices hefore that 
date. 


_ — 


Commercial Returns. 
EXPORT CREDITS ACT. 


The Board of Trade have issued the following return of 
advances made and applications sanctioned under the Over- 
seas Trade (Credits and Insurance) Act, 1920: -— 


ApVANCES ActTUALLY MAnpE. 


lst July, 1920, to 30th September, 1920.—£27,395 for 
Roumania and Czecho-Slovakia. 

Ist October, 1920, to 3lst December, 1920.—£82,147 for 
Roumania, Poland, Finland, Baltic States, Bulgaria, Jugo- 
Slavia, and Czecho-Slovakia. 

Total from September, 1919, to 31st December, 1920.— 
£137,785. 








APPLICATIONS SANCTIONED. 
Ist July, 1920, to 30th September, 1920.—£68,774. 
Ist October, 1920, to 3lst December, 1920.—£949,034. 
Total from September 1919, to 3lst December, 1920. 
£1 400,034. 





COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 
THE WEEKLY RETURN. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton capenes and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the week 
and the 4 weeks ended 27th January, 1921 :— 


4 Weeks 
ended 
27th Jan. 
1921. 





| Week 
ended 
27 th Jan ° 


1921. 


4 Weeks 
| ended ended 
| 27th Jan. | 27th Jan 
| 1921. 


Week 











ImMPo!RTS. Exp ORTS 





Bales. Bales. Bales. Bales. 





8,437 
186 
474 


5,698* 


175,110 
1,387 
3,688 

23,265 
15,7914 


American .. 
Brazilian .. 
East Indian 
tian .. 
iscellaneous 


2,478 8,851 
20 


117 
600 1,682 
35 


5,482 
72 





| 








1,182 
Total 219,241 3,205 17,314 











«14.795 | 
| 





* Including 452 bales British West Indian, 1,261 bales British 
West African, and 241 bales Foreign Fast African. a 

+ Including 479 bales British West Indian, 2,654 bales British 
West African, and 498 bales Foreign East African. 





. CORN PRICES. 


SvaTEMENT showing the average price of British Corn per quarter 
of 8 bushels Imperial Measure,* as received from the 
Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 29th January, 
1921, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882 :— 





Average Price. 


Wheat. 





Barley. 





d. 
1] 


a. 


“Isnwowwo ~ 


8. 
Week ended 27th January, 70 
Corresponding week in— 

1914 .. 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 


— 














* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act. 1882, provides that where returne 
of purchases of British corn are made to the local tnepector of Corn 
Returne in any «ther measure than the imperial bushel or by weight or 
by a weighed n.essure, that officer shall convert such returns into the 
imperial bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure the 
conversion ie to be made at the rate of sixty imperial pounds for every 
bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, and 
thirty-nine imperial pounds for every bushel of oate. 


- 








RECENT OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS, 


Publications relating to trade, industry, etc., recently issued 
by H.M. Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C.2. (Post-free prices are in parenthesis.) 


Aeronautical Research Committee. Reports and Memoranda: 


Nos. 360, 584, and 614. The Permeability of Airship Fabrics. Novemy, 
1917--May. 1919. (1s. 44d.) : ee 
No. 587. A Fiight in Rigid Airship R.26. 
No. 570. The Calculation of the Periods 
plane Oscillations, and a Comparison 
No. 663. "Tha \ 
No. 663. 1e Viscosity of Some Cellulose Acetate Solutions. Noy 
1919. (84d.) Kove 
No. 672. some 
February, 1920. 


Internal Combustion Engine Sub-Committee Reports. No. 43 
Effective Inductance, Effective Resistance and Self-Capacity of Ma 
neto Windings. November, 1919. (1s. 4d.) 

Awards to Inventors. 


Board of Education: 
Illustrated Catalogue of the Collections in the 
Kensington, with Descriptive and Historical 
Board of Trade. (Fishing.) Regulations relating to the Examinati 
Skippers and Second Hands of Fishing Beste. (5$d.) — 
Business Premises. Report from the Select Committee, 
the Proceedings of the Committee, Minutes 
H.C. 237. (2s. 113d.) 

Colonial Reports—Annual. No. 1057. 
for 1919-20. (Cmd. 1108.) (2d.) 
Customs and Excise Form No. 1. 

of 48 forms.) (64d.) 
Department of Overseas Trade. General Report on the Industrial and 
Economic Situation in Germany. December, 1920. (Cmd. 1114.) (10}d,) 
Electricity (Supply) Acts, 1882 to 1919. Form of Accounts prescribed by 
Ga) Electricity Commissioners for an Electric Power Supply Company. 


May, 1018. (74.) 
and Damping Factors of 4 
with Observations. February. 


ee on Measurement of Static Presgure 
.) , 


Royal Commission on. (Cmd. 1112.) (3d.) 


Science Museum, 
Notes (ls. 2d.) — 


together wij 
of Evidence and A ppendaaal 


Bechuanaland Protectorate. Report 


(Revised edition.) (1s. net per quite 


Fishery Board for Scotland. Scientific Investigations. 1919. 
on the Marking Experiments on Plaice, made by the S.S. 
in the years 1910-13. (With 10 charts.) (30s. 9d.) 


Gas. Order of the Board of Trade, 13th January, 1921, under the Gas 
Regulations Act, 1920, prescribing the Rate of Contribution to the 
Gas Fund for the year 1921. 8.R.0. 87. (1}4.) 

Home Office. Workmen’s Compensation Forms:— 

Form No. 1. To be used for Mines only. (3d.) 

Form No. Z. To be used for Quarries only. (3d.) 

Form No. 4. To be used for Factories only. (24.) 

Form No. 5. To be used for Locks, Harbours, Wharves and Quays 
only. (3d.) 

Form No. 6. To be used for Constructional Work only. (8d.) 

Form No. 7. (a) To be used for Steamships (including Steam and Motor 
Yachts) only. (8d.) 

Form No. 8. (b) To be used for Sailing Vessels (including Sailing Yachts) 
only. ($d.) 

Medical Research Council. Special Report. Series No. 59. A Report on. 
om —_— of Intestinal Protozoa in the Inhabitants of Britain. 

Mines. Order of the Board of Trade, Ist January, 1921, under schedule 
3 to the Coal Mines Act, 1911, prescribing Manner of Testing Horses 
for Glanders before being taken Underground. S.R.O. 42. (1}1.) 


Profiteering Acts. Motor Fuel. Report on. (Cmd. 1119.) (3d.) 
Mines and Quarries. Form No. 79. January, 1921. (14d.) 


Ministry of Transport. Railway Accidents. Reports by Inspecting Officers 
of Railways, of Inquiries into Accidents which occurred during the 
three months ending 20th September, 1920. (lis. 8d.) 


Peace Treaties. The Treaty of Peace (Amendment) (No. 2) Order, 9th 
November, 1920. Treaty (of Versailles) with Germany. S.R.O. 2461. (144) 


Telephone Charges. Report from the Select Committee on, together with 
the Proceedings of the Committee and Minutes of Evidence. H.C. 7. 
(2s, 444.) 

Victoria and Albert Museum. List of Photographs of Objects in the 

Museum. Part V. Department of Metalwork. 

Department of Woodwork. The Panelled Rooms. V The Hatton 
Garden Room. 

Illustrated Catalogue of the Furniture, Marbles, Bronzes, Clocks, Cal 
delabra, Majolica, Porcelain, Glass, Jewellery, Goldsmith’s and 8Silvef- 
smith’s Work, Ivories, Medals, Illuminations, Miniatures and Ob 
of Art Generally in the Wallace Collection. 6th Edition (with Adé 
tions and Corrections). (2s. 103d.) 

ye sar Collection Catalogues. Pictures and Drawings. 14th edition. 
4s. 


No. 1. Report 
*‘Goldseeker,’’ 


ett 
— 





_ 


COLONIAL PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


A list of Colonial Publications on Trade and other subject# 
recently received and filed for reference at the Enquiry Office 
Westminster, S.W.1 :— 


Australia: 


Science and Industry (September), Vol. 2, No. 9. 

Annual Report of the Melbourne Chamber of Commerce for the 
year 1919-20. 

Report and Statement of Accounts for the Year ended 80th June, 
1920, by the Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways Board. 


New South Wales: 
Renort of the Auditor-General (under the Audit Act, 1902), with 

the Public Accounts, prepared by the Treasurer for the Finanelal 

Year ended 30th June, 1920. 
Regulations (Weights and Measures Acts). (As gazetted in Gover — 

ment Gazette @th July, 1917; amended Ist February, 1918, and 
“3rd April, 1920. ger 


Union of South Africa: 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE: 
The Composition of Natal Wattle Bark (third article). 
No. 1, 192% 


Bulletin 


- 
—— 




















